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WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department 
Belli  i e id  H o u s f ‘ ^ 

8 0, Oxford  Road  5 
High  Wycombe^, 

Oc  tober , 1989 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Wycombe  Rural  District  Council o 
Mr o Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen^ 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the 
year  1988, 

There  was  an  increase  of  3 ? 280  in  the  population 
during  the  year  and  when  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  is  allowed  for  no  fewer  than  2,5i^  persons 
moved  into  the  district  to  live.  The  increased 
demand  on  the  Health  and  Welfare  and  Educational 
Services  is  therefor  e understandable.  Alt  hough  t h<-^ 
population  increased  the  number  of  births  went  down 
there  being  l,28l  as  against  1,29  3 with  a birth  rate  oi 
1 9 o 1.  compared  with  20,. 3 per  thousand  population. 

There  were  5i3  deaths,  an  increase  of  38,  TJiis  gives 
a crude  death  rate  oi  7o7  per  thousand.  The  cause  ot 
23^  deaths  wa  s disease  of  the  or  ga  ns  of  c i r c u 1 a t i o n , 
cancer  account  ecJ  for  127  including  38  ( 30  ma  1 

8 female)  from  lung  cancer.  During  the  previous  yeai' 


there  were  23  fewer  deaths  from  this  form  of  the  disease, 

17  infants  died  during  the  first  year  of  life,  one  more  than 
in  19671  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  i3oC)  per 
1,000  births*  This  compares  favourably  with  that  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

No  infectious  disease  was  unduly  prevalent  during 
the  year*  There  were  16O  notifications  of  measles 
compared  with  7^6  the  previous  year  which  was  a ’’measles 
year”*  The  figures  for  I969  will  show  if  vaccination  has 
much  effect  on  the  incidence  of  this  disease^ 

There  were  17  notifications  of  infective  jaundice 
and  as  this  disease  became  notifiable  during  1968  there  are 
no  comparable  figures  for  previous  yearso  Only  four 
cases  of  lung  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  there  were 
two  deaths*  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous 
year  were  six  notifications  and  one  death.  Reduction 
in  the  number  of  tuberculosis  notifications  and  in  deaths 
from  the  disease  has  been  the  main  feature  in  the  trend  of 
infectious  diseases  during  the  last  decade®  Unfortunate- 
ly the  reduction  in  deaths  from  the  disease  has  been  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  increase  in  those  of  lung  cancer* 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr* Perry  and  all  the  staff  in 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  great,  co-operation 
during  the  year, 

I am , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Ao J oMUIR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS 


Area  in  acreKS  71.2  32 

Population  ( 1 9 1 Census)  . ® ^ * ~ I ,j  2 3 2 

Registrar  Generates  estimate  of  population 

mid  1968  6()  . OGO 

Number  of  inhabitable  houses  on  31  st  December,  oq 

Rateabl  e Value  as  ax  31st  Mar ch  , 196^  . « » * - ' l3«03G  j9G-i 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  31st  March  19^9  . VI 2 r ^4  8 6 

General  Rate  in  the  Pound  ^ . 11/4 

Rate  Product  (net)  including  Grants  , v ^ . V I , ^ 26  - 707 

EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

N umb  e r **»••♦••••••••**«»••••  »•••••*  1^2  8 i 

Ra  t e per  I , 000  Population  19^1 

Compa  rab 1 1 i t y Fa  c tor  . o r .98 

Adjusted  Birth  Ra  te  l8,72 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total 

1 1 V e Id  lit  ti  s 3^1  6 

Stillbirths 

AT  um  b ei  1/ 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  & still  births.,0^  1 3 1 

Total  live  and  still  births  1,298 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  ^ 17 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  I5OOO  total 

i 1 V e b i r t- Id s •»•«»••«»•»•••»«*>,  13 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legiti- 

ma  te  live  birt  h s 13’- 19 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  I ^ 000 

illegitimate  live  bir  ths  ,.,0.  ^ - I 3 » (d 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1 5 000  total  1 iv e births;  & ^ . I 2 » 3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  unier 

1 we ek  per  1 , 000  total  live  births  ^ 10.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  8c  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1^000  total. 

I i ve  8c  still  b i r tlis  ) . . 20 . 0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  8c  still  births.  • 0^0 


DEATHS 


Number  oT  deaths  Male  26? 

Female  2^8 

7 A7 
1 . 12 
8062 
11  . D 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

18  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  yeato 


9 • 


• • 


• # • • 


• « ^ « 


Death  Rate  per  1^000  of  the  Estimated  Population 
Comparability  Factor  ^ 

Adjusted  Local  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  of  England  8c  Wales 


Legitimate 
1 1 1 e g i t ima 


te 


If  <•«»€> 


Male  F emale 

9 8 J 7 

1 - 1 

10  8 18 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  13^0  per  1^000 
related  births  compared  with  18^0  as  a general  figure  for 
England  and  Wales^ 

Neo” natal  mortality  rate  is  12^3  which  compares  with  a 
National  rate  of  12 o 3 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

From  puerperal  sepsis  * « * * 

From  other  maternal  causes 


( a ) 
(b ) 


0 

0 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS 


P i s ea  sg  Ma  1 e s Total 


1 , 

Infective  8c  Pcirasitic  Diseases 

ran 

1 

1 

2. 

Malignant  neoplasm  - Stomach 

2 

3 

3 

3. 

Malignant  neoplasm  - 
Lung,  bronchus 

30 

8 

38 

4. 

Maiignant  neoplasm  - Breast 

— 

It 

11 

5o 

Malignant  neoplasm  - Uterus 

2 

o 

w 

6 

1 e uk  e m i a 

2 

2 

1 

7. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms ^ 
including  neoplasms  of  lymphatic 
8c  haematopoietic  tissue 

33 

28 

61 

8. 

Benign  neoplasms  8c  neoplasms  of 
unspecified  nature 

> 

3 

9. 

Diabetes  ma 1 1 i t u s 

1 

2 

3 

lOo 

Avitaminoses  8c  other  nutritional 
de f ic  i eric  y 

csn 

cr3 

11. 

Other  endocrine  ^ nutritional 

8c  metabolic  diseases 

2 

2 

12. 

Ana  emla  s 

cm 

•7 

J 

3 

13  o 

Other  diseases  of  blood  8c  blood 
forming  organs 

CK) 

Iko 

Mental  disorders 

1 

1 

l3o 

Meningi t is 

•xr~i 

16. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
8c  sense  organs 

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Active  rheumatic  fever 

‘jm 

« 

CO 

1 — 1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

3 

r"' 

J 

19. 

Hypertensive  disease 

k 

8 

12 

20. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

73 

13 

1 1 6 

21. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

j 

16 

21 

22  „ 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

26 

36 

62 

23. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circu- 
latory system 

8 

10 

18 

2k, 

Inf luenza 

1 

2 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

25 

22 

17 
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Disease 

Male  s 

F emal es 

Total 

26. 

B r 0 n c h 1 1 i s , e rnp  h y s e ma 

19 

5 

9 4 

,w  T 

27. 

Asxhma 

3 

3 

28.. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respira- 
tory system 

2 

2 

4 

29 . 

Pep  t i c u 1 c €^r 

1. 

.1 

2 

30. 

In  t e s t 1 iia  J 0 b s t r u t:  t i 0 n & he rn la 

1 

3 

4 

3 1- 

C i r rho  sis  0 f'  1 i ve  r 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  disease  of  the  digestive 
sy s tern 

2 

2 

4 

33. 

N e p h r i t i s & ti  e p h r 0 s i s 

;l 

1 

3^. 

Hyp  e rp la  s la  0 f pro  s t a t e 

1. 

CZM 

1 

35 . 

Other  diseases  of  the  geni to- 
ur l.na  ry  s y s t em. 

2 

k 

6 

56„ 

Diseases  of  the  skin  8c  subcu- 
t a n e 0 u s 1 1 s s \i  e 

er=* 

1. 

1 

37. 

D i s e a s e s 0 f t h e rn  u s c u 1 0 - s k e 1 e t a 1 

s y s t em  8c  conn e c t i ve  t i s sue 

1 

1 

38. 

Congenital,  anoma  1 ie s 

zrra 

4 

4 

39. 

B 1.  r t h 1 n j u r y j d 1 f fie  u 1 1 1 a b 0 u r 8c 
other'  anoxic  8c  tiypoxic  conditions 

1 

2 

5 

40„ 

Other  Ceruses  of  perinatal 
mor  ta 1 i ty 

0 

1 

4 

41, 

Symptoms  8c  ill-defined  conditions 

1 

a-rr 

I 

42. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

5 

9 

43. 

All  other  acerdents 

( 

6 

13 

44, 

Suicide  8c  self  inflicted  injuries 

2 

2 

4 

45. 

All  other  external  causes 

± 

1 

TOTALS 

n h 

0 / 

2 48 

3 1 3 
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CANCER  DEATHS 


Deaths  from  cancer  ( all  ages) 


Ma  les  67 

Fema  .les  57 


Yearly  comparison  of  cancer  deaths 


1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

196^ 

1963 

1962 


f*  -9  O ^ 'P 


# ' 41  (»> 


The  following  organs  were  affected? 


12i 


12^ 

102 

112 

76 

92 

85 

9^ 


Stomach  . . . 
Lungs  , , * 
Brea  s t ^ o o 
Uterus  « o * 
Ot?ier  Sites 
Leukemia  . . 


9 9 


•9 


« 


9 9 


• 9 


9 0 


5 

38 

li 

2 

61 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DE ATHS 


12i 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ( all  cases)  O38 

Total  Dea ths -Re sp i ra t ory  Tuberculosis  . . « ^ . .2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rale 038 

Total  Deaths-Non  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,,,--  - 
Non-Re sp i ra tory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rf)  t e , ♦ -1  « . r ’r 
Total  Deaths  ™ Respiratox'y  (excluding  Tubercu- 
losis) , 8 1 

Respiratory  Deatr.  Rate  (excluding  Tubercu- 
losis) 


15.7 


,071.604  48,593,000  l6. 
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NEW  CASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  19 68 


1 

Age 

1 

i 

1 T 111)  r c u 1 0 s i s 

! 

- New  Case 

s 

1 

! 

i 

j 

R e s p i r a 1 0 r y 

Non  Res 

pirat  ory 

£ 

1 Periods 

M „ FT 

M„ 

F e 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

J 

£ 

I 

10 

1 

i 

f™ 

1 

i 

] 

15  ~ 24 

1 “= 

0=3 

23.-  44 

^ J. 

1 

j 

i 

i 

j 

45  ~ 64 

1 

i 

i 

65  + 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

f 

! 

i 

TOTALS 

1 1 

! 1 
i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

! 

1 

DEATHS  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1968 

j 

1 

Tub  e r c u 1 0 s 1 s = 

" Deaths 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Age 

Re  sp i ra  t or y 

Non  ResD 

.L 

1 ra  tory 

i 

i 

1 

Per io  ds 

M F . 

■ 

F 

i 

1 

1 

0 

1 

5 

10 

- 

c*-> 

**=. 

i 

j 

css  CT’J 

3r*>  e=-=» 

cm* 

C-t:* 

ojr? 

i 

15 

rsa 

i 

25-44 

tsrs 

crs> 

45-64 

1. 

i 

CTD 

egy 

1 

1 

! 

65  + 

1 i 

can 

CT-3 

1 

! 

TOTALS 

2 

C=3 

crz) 

i 

i 

csao 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

This  Is  carried  out  on  an  area  basis  All  persons 

under  forty  are  eligible  and  also  those  above  that  age 
who  may  be  at  special  risko 

Oral  vaccine  is  normally  given  at  six  months  <= 
the  course  comprising  three  doses  at  monthly  intervals 
and  a fourth  dose  is  given  at  five  years  of  ageD  The 
vaccine  may  be  given  concurrently  with  the  triple  vaccine 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanuss 

IMMUNISA TION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 
WHO  OPING  COUGH  AND  TETANU S 

A combined  vaccine  is  used  to  immunise  against  these 
diseases  o 

In  1968,  966  childr  en  were  imrunised  against  diph- 
theria, 982  against  tetanus  and  against  whooping  cough 

2208  childr  en  were  boosted  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  t e tanus  « 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

86"^  vaccinations  were  performed  during  I988,  le- 
va ccinat  ions  numbered  8l^ 

B , C o G. VACCINATION 

Immunisation  against  tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all 
13  year  olds  attending  the  secondary  schools.  After  a pre- 
liminary tuberculin  test  all  negative  reactors  were  vacci- 
nated, In  this  Division,  I878  children  were  tested  of 
whom  II98  were  vaccinated,  roughl}^  90%  of  those  tested, 

TUBERCULOSIS 

k cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified, 

2 non  pulmonary.  There  were  two  deaths  from  pulmonary 
disease. 


12 


HOSPITALS 


Hospitals  available  to  local  residents  are  as  follovv/So 

General  - High  Wycombe 

Am  e r s ha  m 

Stoke  Mandeville 

Royal  Bucks  Hospital^  Aylesbury 

Battle  Hospital,  Reading 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Tap  low 

Maternity  ==  Shrubbery  Maternity  Home 

Town lands  Hospital,  Henley 
Amersham  General  Hospital 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Hospital 

Fevers  - Stoke  Mandeville  and 

Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospitals 

Mental  - St.  Jo  hn ’ s Ho  s p i t a 1 , S t o ne 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

These  are  the  responsibility  oT  the  Bucks  County 
Council o The  local  station  is  at  West  End  Street, 
High  Wycombe, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19^8 

Actron  was  taken  in  one  case  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act, 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Director  ol  the  Forest  Prodncts 
Research  Laboratory,  Princes  R is  bo  rough , to r the  following 
par^ticuiars  of  rainfall  recorded  during  i9()8 


Rainfall  recorded  at 

Princes  Risborougli 

Station,  333  feet 

above 

se  a 1 e v v J 

Month 

! 

Mont hi y 
Ra inf a 11 

No  o o f da  y s 
on  which 

! 

j 

La  r ge  s t 

Ra  int  a 11 

rain  fell 

Da  t e 

Amount 

Inches  ; 

with  0 0 .1 

or  more 

Inches 

Measured . 

1 a nua  ry 

i 

2 , '-1 5 

l8 

8 t h 

. b.l 

Feb  rua  r v 
«> 

1 0 0 7 

12 

3 th 

. 29 

Ma  r c h 

0 , 90 

13 

20  th 

, 

Apr  if 

2,kk 

13 

27  th 

. ko 

May 

2,99 

i9 

A t h 

. 48 

1 une 

2,63 

13 

2 7 1 h 

.86 

J u 1 y 

'^,09 

12 

1 0 t ti 

2 « A b 

AU  gU  t 

3.32 

19 

16  t h 

« 33 

1 

S e p t e rn  b e i 

5,59 

22 

.1  3th 

1 . 3 3 

October 

1 . 91 

13 

28  t h 

. 49 

No  V emb  e r 

1.95 

16 

1 s t 

.68 

Dec  emb  e r 

2o  92 

9 

i3th 

8 3 

TOTALS 

32,26 

183 

— 1 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING.  1968 


I am  indebted  to  your 
£o  1 lowing  1 1 gu r e s c 


D i s t 
r 1 c t 


2. 


3 


k 


Es  t ima  ted 
Ga 1 Iona  ge 
I Removed, 


1*  Monks  Risbo  rough,  Askett,  Gt,  8c  Lt®  Kimble, 
Kimblewick^  Marshy  Terr  Ick  ,,  But  1 ers  Cross.^ 

E 1 le sbor ough , Dunsmore , Cadsdean,  White- j 
leaf,  Green  Ha ile  y g Owl sw ick  g Mead 1 e ^ P r me  e s 
R 1 s b o 1’  o u g h I 


2-T^9,700 


Bl  edlow,  Saunderton,  Horsenden,  Bledlow 
Ridge,  Radnage,  Spriggs  Alley,  Chinnor  Hill 
Longwickg  Timer* 

Downley 5 P iddington g Lane  End, Wheeler  End  5 
Bolter  End,Cadmore  End,  lbs  tone,  Stok^-i- 
church,  Water  End,  Studley  Green,  Hoi s ley 
Green,  Beacons  Bottom,  Finges t , F r ie th , 

Turv il le , Turvill e Heath, North  End o 

Soul h End , Hambleden , Fawley  5 Skirme  1 1 ,Med- 
menham , Bovingdon  Green, Mar low  Common^ 
Loudwate r , Wooburn  Moor^Wooburn  Common , 

Cores  End, Hawks  Hil 1 ^ Be r ghe r s HillgBourne 
End , He dsor 5 Heavens  Lea, Harvest  Hill ^ Flacks 
we  ll  Hea  th  I Winchbo t tom  g Handy  Cros  s g Bo oker  ,, 

i 

Great  8c  Lt,  Mar  low  ! 

i 

i 

Ha zl erne re , Penn , Tylers  Green , Gt . K ingshii 1 ^ 
Widmer  End, Four  Ashes,Cryers  HilljSpur^ 
lands  End , Naphill g Walters  Ash ^ Hughenden 
Va i ley , Speen , Lacey  Gre en , Loo sle y Row • 
Hampden  Row^Parslows  Hillock , Bryant s 
Bot  tom  ^ No  r th  Dean  , Bra  denham  ,j  Gt . Hampden* 


2,642,550 


2 , 640 . 200 


2 ,821,1501 


2,526,700 


TOTAl, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  oL 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Environmental  Health  Services  for  the  year 

1968  , 

I desire  to  pay  a sincere  tribute  to  the  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  active  interest  and  support  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  sanitary  conditions  of  our 
di s tr ic  t 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  all  the  members 
of  my  staff,  without  whose  help  and  loyal  co-operation 
during  the  year,  the  results  given  in  the  following 
pages  would  not  have  been  possible « 

I am , 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.P.  PERRY, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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The  work  of  the  Council  is  reflected  to  some  extent 
in  the  report  submitted  under  the  following  sections*- 


Page  , 
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Housing 


Two  unfit  terrace  cottages  to  be  converted,  repaired  and  improved  to  form  one 

three-bedroom  house,  with  garage  at  rear. 


An  unlit  cottage,  in  process  of  being  repaired  and  improved 


SECTION  'A® 


HOUSING o 


The  Problem 


Since  the  war  the  first  aims  of  housing  policy  have 
been  to  provide  enough  houses  to  overcome  the  shortage,  t 
keep  up  with  the  growing  number  of  households  and  since 
1955,  to  replace  the  worst  of  the  older  houses o At  the 
same  time  house  owners  and  local  authorities  have  been 
encouraged  by  subsidies  and  other  means  to  carry  out 
improvements.  But  for  the  most  part  improvement  has 
been  left  to  individual  initiative,  and  the  results  have 
been  disappoint ing ^ 


The  high  hopes  of  the  immediate  post  war  years  that 
our  housing  problem  would  quickly  be  solved  have  not  been 
realised.  The  solution  still  appears  to  be  a long  way 
off  in  many  areas,  and  shortage  of  new  accommodation, 
elimination  of  unfit  houses,  improvement  of  older  houses, 
multiple  occupation,  overcrowding,  repair  and  maintenance 
will  be  with  us  for  many  years* 


Since  the  war  nearly  6 million  houses  have  been 
built, over  850,000  unfit  houses  demolished  in  England  and 
Wales  and  over  1-J  million  old  ones  have  been  brought  up 
to  date.  Nevertheless  as  a result  of  national  sample 
surveys  of  the  condition  of  houses,  carried  out  in 
England  and  Wales  by  a team  of  public  health  inspectors 
seconded  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government, 
it  was  estimated  that  in  196?  there  were  1 <,  8 million 
houses  grossly  unfit,  3o7  million  dwellings  needed  at 
least  £125  spent  on  each  of  them  and  2*3  million  lacked 
at  least  one  of  the  basic  neces s i tie s , namely , an  indoor 
lavatory,  a fixed  bath,  a wash-basin,  and  a hot  and  cold 
water  system* 


The  Housing  Plan * 

In  1988  the  Government  issued  a White  Paper 
entitled  ''Old  Houses  into  New  Homes**,  and  the  proposals 
outlined  in  the  paper  showed  a change  of  emphasis  in  the 
housing  programme  from  new  house  building  to  the 
improvement  of  older  houses* 
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In  order  to  improve  or  repair  the  existing  stock  ot 
houses  grants  are  to  be  increased.  The  new  grant  code  is 
designed  to  apply  to  a very  wide  range  of  house  conditions o 
and  is  therefore  limited  by  a minimum  of  statutory  require^ 
mentSo  As  much  as  possible  is  to  be  left  to  the  local 
authority's  judgment  and  a keynote  of  the  proposed  new 
legist  a 1 1 on  is  greater  flexibility. 

It  would  seem  that  the  initiative  for  improvement 
work  will  pass  froit  the  tenant  to  the  landlord®  Sj.nce 
1964  the  tenant  has  had  the  right  to  ask  the  local 
authority  to  require  the  owner  to  improve  the  house; 
very  few  tenants  have  taken  advantage  of  this  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  more  will  take  advantage 
in  the  1970 ''  So  Formerly  the  incentive  for  the  landlord 
w^as  a rent  increase  of  12^  cent  of  his  share  of  the 

cost  of  improvements  but  under  the  new  provisions  the 
landlord  of  a controlled  unimproved  house  will  get  a 
substantial  rent  increase  if  he  does  repairs  and  improve^ 
ments o For  the  first  time  grant  aid  is  to  be  made 
available  for  repair  worko 

Will  the  proposed  new  provisions  speed  up  the  rate 
of  clearance^  will  they  increase  the  rate  of  improvement 
of  individual  properties  and  will  they  effectively  improve 
whole  areas?  Much  will  depend  on  the  enthusiasm  of  local 
authorities  to  implement  such  provisions o They  will 
need  better  powers^  better  techniques  and  better  financial 
arrangement s g and  the  proposed  new  legislation  is  designed 
to  achieve  these  aims® 


Standards  of  Fitness o 

The  White  Paper  proposes  to  amend  the  present  penal 
standard  of  housing  fitness  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act 
1957 o It  is  intended  that  ’’internal  arrangements”  shall 
also  be  taken  into  account  in  determining  unfitness  for 
human  habitationo 
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Housing 


Examples  of  rear  extensions  to  two  cottages,  including  new  kitchens  and 

bathrooms. 


Unfit  cottage  repaired,  enlarged,  and  improved,  also  using  rear  extension 

for  kitchen  and  bathroom. 
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The  powers  oh  local  authorities  ro  secure  \he  repaii. 
of  dv\^el  lings  have  often  been  criticised  and  considered  no 
be  inadequate o Under  the  provisions  ot  the  Pub  Ik  Health 
Acts^  houses  are  required  to  fall  inlo  disiepair  to  such 
an  extent,  as  to  constitute  a statutory  nuisanc  e before 
an  owner  can  be  required  to  carry  out  repaii  s to  t ernerJy 
defects  - 

Local  authorities  also  have  powers  under  the  Housing 
Act  1937  ^ to  deal  with  disrepair  but  they  can  only  be 
used  when  the  house  has  become  unfito  The  Government 
White  Paper  proposes  to  remedy  this  siruaTion  and  local 
authorities  will  be  empowered  by  new  legislation  to 
secure  the  repair  of  houses  not  only  as  at  present 
when  the  house  has  become  unfito  but  wherever  there  is 
serious  d i s r e pa i r ® 

Ho  Ao  t the  Wycombe  Pur  a 1 D i s 0^1  « 

In  March  1968  1 estimated  that  there  were  approxi- 
mately l86  unfit  dwellings  to  be  dealt  with  and  for 
these  and  the  intended  clearance  of  TO  pre-fabs  at 
Loudwater^  the  Minister  allowed  tenders  to  be  inv^ited 
in  1968  for  123  dwellings o 

Progress  in  dealing  with  these  propet  lies  is 
dependent  to  a large  extent  on  the  a va  1 lab  1 1 iryr  cif 
housing  accommodation  for  the  occupying  families  and 
in  particular  to  the  new  ac  c ommoda  t ic:)n  being  compari- 
tively-  near  their  existing  homes  o 

During  the  year  71  unfit  houses  were  the  subjec't 
of  formal  housing  action  and  the  appropriate  details 
are  recorded  in  the  accompanying  table.  Inspection 
of  the  district  to  determine  the  unfitness  of 
dwellings  provides  an  excellent  opport unify  to 
discuss  with  owners  not  only  the  question  of  repairs 
but  also  the  improvement  of  properties  and  applica- 
tions for  improvement  grants  have  resulted  from  rhis 
a c t ion  o 
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/-j- 9 s tandar  d grants  and  11  di  s cr  e t i onary  grants  were 
paid  in  1968„  Altogether  979  properties  have  been  given 
grants  since  1955®  The  number  oT  grants  paid  in  each  year 

are  as  toilows;:- 


Y ear  • 

Discretionary  0 

Stan 

195^ 

11 

195  5 

55 

1956 

5k 

1957 

58 

1958 

59 

1959 

96 

3 

1 980 

59 

32 

196 1 

55 

25 

1962 

3^ 

31 

1963 

52 

k5 

1964 

59 

1965 

17 

38 

1966 

2k 

35 

1967 

6 

39 

1968 

11 

k^ 
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HOUSING  - SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED o 
( ^ ^ Z £.  2 under  Sections  l6  ^ 1 7 _ & _ 55  _ £ £ _ the 


Housing  Act,  1957:- 

( 1) 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under 

Section  l6  of  the  Hous ing  Act,  1957o‘‘-^-oo  7i 

(2) 

Number  of  houses  the  subject  of 

c 1 o s 1 n.  ^ o r d e 19 

(3) 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demol it  ion  orders  were  ma  de,,..  oooeoo  12 

(4) 

Number  of  houses  the  subject  of  under- 
takings not  to  use  for  human  habitation 

"h.  e xx  r"  a c a,  t e d <»9(!><t)®3>oo<9'9«ooo9o<Dooe<!>oc>o  2 

(5) 

Number  of  houses  the  subject  of  under^ 
t Ic  1 u.  s t o r*  e i r*  ®»«#®*»®o®©oooo®©€)o®oooooo  t 

(6) 

Number  of  houses  repaired  as  a result  of 
undertakings  given  by  owners 1 

(7) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

o f d e m o 1 1 1 1 o n o r* d e r^ s®«®**®««iooo0oo©o®oooooo  l6 

(8)  i Number  of  demolition  orders  re\roked^  . » « » o o o I 
( 8 )ii  Number  of  closing  order  s determined  , . . , . . « o 3 

^ ^ ^ PJ^oceedings  under  the  Public  Healt h_  Act  3^ o 


( 1) 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
the  service  of  inf  or  mal/ formal  noticeso^.e^. 

(2) 

Houses  the  subject  of  informal/formal 

action  to  secure  connection  of  soil 

drainage  systems  to  sewers  ® o « o ® 1 

(3) 

Houses  the  subject  of  inf  or mal /forma 1 
action  to  secure  conversion  of  P.C-s  into 

(4) 

Houses  the  subject  of  f orma 1/inf orma 1 

action  to  secure  provision  of  food  stores. , 3 
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SMmarY  of  House  Repairs  ^nd__SaiT^tar^ 
Improvements  e f f e c te d , 1 96 7 • 

(a)  In  t er  1 or  of  Housers, 

Rising  dampness  eliminated * o 

Penetrating  dampness  eliminated* 

Condensation  eliminated 


• • » o • • • 


« ® • 


• ® ® ® • • 


©♦®ooooooo®o 


©000®®®  «©©•  ••©•OOOO0OO0O0O0QO 


ooooo&oo 


0»0®00(j>0®00 


• ♦©•ooooo 


C e i ] ing  s r e p I a s t e r e d 
Waifs  replastered* 

Sinks  provided,  * . o ® 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed® , o 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed.  * 

Doors  repaired  and  made  weatherproof*. 
Staircases  repaired.® 

Provision  of  handrail  to  stairs*  ,.,.00000000*00 
Defective  skirting  boards  repaired  or  renewed® o 
Fireplace  or  Range  renewed  or  repaired. 
Provision  of  cooking  facilities 
Provision  of  ventilated  food  store 


0®®®0®€)®®®®00®0®0®00000000 


• © ® © 


©©©©©©©©©•©©oooo 


• • « © A © O 


©©©©OGOSO000OO© 


Ventilation  to  larder  provided. 

Increased  window  area  provided. . . . , . 

Artif  icial  lighting  provided.  ...  * * 

Cold  water  storage  tank  ball  valve  renewed. 

(b)  Exterior  of  houses* 


9 © © # 


9®©©©®G0©«O©O 


Penetrating  dampness  eliminated. . . . , 
House  roofs  repaired. 

Walls  repointed  and/or  repaired. . * . , 
Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 
Rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired. , 
Rainwater  tank  cover  renewed*  * . 


• •>  © 3 


© © 9 


© O © ® © O 


«©®®®*©©3©»®00 


♦ *©•©00000 


©®  00000®  <*>000000 


O O ® O 


Chimney  stacks  repointed  and/or  repaired* o* 

Damp- p r oof  c o ui se  provided 

External  woodwork  repaired, 

External  woodwork  repainted. .... 


® © © ® © 


o o © o © G 


2D 

30 

37 
k 1 
6 

77 

io 

20 

13 

8 

6 

3 

3 


5 


1 

10 


o 

27 

27 

23 

27 


©•©•©©••• 


2 


16 

3 

5 

11 


9 


o 
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^ ^ ^ ^ gtnd  Sanitation  . 


Front  and/or  rear  paving  to  house  provided^ 

Def'ective,  leaking  or  overflowing  cesspools 
repaired  or  renewed. ..... 


o 3 o J 


♦ 00^0000®00000?>©  0 3000  ■# 


Dra ins/ s ev\rer  s cleansed  from  ob s t r uc  1 1 on  , o 
Drains  and  sewers  renewed  or  repaired 

dr  a inage 


3 €>  o o o • o o 


o o o o o n o 


Houses  provided  with  a 
system®..®*  ......... 


€>©O®O0OOOOOO  - 


Water  closet  and  or  WcC®  structures  repaired  or 
renewed®  


2 


3 


1 


1 


W.Ce  plumbing  repaired. . . 
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^ ^ ^ Mis cel lane o us . 

Accumulations  of  refuse  etc®  removedoo®®..o.cooo  2 
Nuisance  from  insects  and  pests  abatedc  ® ^ . o ® 2 

Fuel  Store  provided , ® . , ® ^ ^ ® o , o ® r ® ® c r ® ® . 1 


Rent  Ac  t 1937  8c 19^^  - C e r t i f i c a t e s * 

Rent  increases  for  controlled  houses  and  the  decontrol 
of  a substantial  number  of  larger  houses  should  enable  land 
lords  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  and  maintain  their 
property  in  a satisfactory  condition® 

The  number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  by 
local  authorities  is  relatively  small o This  should  not  be 
regarded  as  indicating  the  general  fitness  of  houses®  It 
is  more  likelv  to  be  attributed  to  fear  of  eviction o or 
of  court  proceedings,  to  a lack  of  interest  by  the  tenants 
or  hesitation  on  the  part  of  owners  to  increase  the  rents 
of  houses  requiring  repair,  than  to  be  due  to  the  absence 
of  items  of  disrepair® 

During  the  year  under  review  no  applications  were 
received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair o 
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SECTION  ’B'' 


WATER  SUPPL I E S o 


In  ^his  densely  populated  and  induslrial ized  island 
more  and  more  attention  is  being  given  to  the  need  for 
increased  quantities  of  water  o New  poLicle;^  ol  c onset  » 

vation  and  river  management  are  coming  into  operatioiio 
The  task  of  responsible  au  th<‘'^i  t ie  s is  to  measure  the 
available  water  resources  and  determine  the  demand  to 
be  made  upon  these  resources  and  to  ensure  that  the 
resources  ar  e neither  misappl  ied  nor  was  ted o 

The  object  of  successive  governments  has  been  to 
rationalise  the  water  industry.  The  Water*  Act^ 
imposed  on  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government 
the  duty  to  formulate  a national  policy  relating  to 
water  ^ and  the  Water  Resources  Act,  I9b3<,  defined  the 
policy.  The  Minister’s  duties  include  the  taking  of 
such  measures  as  he  may  consider  necessaty  or  expedient: 
for  augmenting  the  water  resources  of  E/ngland  and  Wales  9 
for  re-distributing  water  resources  within  an  area  and 
for  transferring  water  resources  from  one  area  to 
another®  In  order  that  this  policy  may  be  implemented 
the  Act  provides  for  the  setting  up  of  27  river  autho- 
rities and  a Wat.r  Resources  Board  which  have  now 
divided  the  main  areas  of  demand  in  England  and  Wales 
into  three,  ( the  south-east,  the  midlands  and  Wales, 
and  the  north  of  England),  and  studies  have  commenced 
to  gauge  the  particular  requirements  of  each  regiono 

With  the  passing  of  the  Water  Resources  A<.  t the 
country  has  passed  into  a stage  in  the  history  of 
public  health  where  a proper  control  can  be  kept  on 
water  almost  trom  the  point  where  the  rain  touches 
the  ground  to  where  it  enters  the  sea.  The  new  river 
authorities  can  take  a comi:>rehensl ve  view  ot  all  water 
matters  within  their  areas  and,  in  the  general  interests 
and  health  of  the  community  as  a whole,  can  consult,  with 
planning,  health,  railway  and  navigation  authorities  and 
industrial,  agricultural  and  fishing  organizations,  on 
questions  of  ^tny  kind  affecting,  in  any  way  whatsoever, 
the  equality,  quantity  and  flow  of  rivers  and  underyground 
water  in  their  areas. 
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It  is  estimated  that  the  demand  for  water  will  double 
by  the  end  of  the  century o Suggestions  for  meeting  this 
demand  include  estuarial  barrages  5 river  abstraction 
schemes  5 more  surface  reservoirs g large  scale  re-use  of 
effluents  and  industrial  wastes  a^id  desalination  projectso 
Health  considerations  must  govern  the  speed  and  extent 
at  which  these  trends  occur o 

L o c a 1 Wa  P P ^ ^ ° 

In  our  own  district  a public  water  suppiy  is  ava 
to  practically  all  householders  throughout  the  area® 
a fundamental  provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
community  is  all  too  often  taken  for  gr anted® 

Local  authorities  have  the  statutory  duty  to  determine 
the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of  water  supplies  in 
their  districts®  Constant  vigilance  is  exercised  therefore 
to  ensure  that  water  supplies  are  not  subject  to  contamina- 
tion, and  water  sampling  is  frequently  carried  out  by 
officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department® 

The  undermentioned  water  undertakings  operate  in  the 
Council's  district  0==^ 


iiabl e 
Such 
the 


Bucks  Water  Board 

Rickmanswor th  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company 


Bucks  Water  B o a r d o 


Reports 
water  supply 
and  quantity 
examinations 
supply®  All 


received  from  the  Board  indicate  that  the 
in  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
during  the  year  19680  Regular  bacteriological 
have  been  made  of  both  raw  and  water  going  into 
waters  were  chlorinated  before  dis tributiono 


None  of  the  water  distributed  contained  fluoride  above 
Ool  popomo  and  none  of  the  water  is  p Jumbo- sol  vent o 

As  may  be  expected  there  has  been  a further  increase  in 
the  demand  for  water  and  the  population  in  the  Wycombe  Rural 
District  served  by  the  Board  now  num.bers  55  $ o 


Works  carried  out  in  the  distric  f to  improve  supplies 
for  the  Board  iriclude  completion  of  the  final  stages  of 
development  of  the  Bourne  End  Station,  This  source  is 
now  capable  of  producing  3 million  gallons  per  day o 
Another^  scheme  is  in  progress  d r Medmenham  designed  to 
initially  abstract  koO  million  gal  ions  per/  day  and  at 
a later  date  to  increase  this  to  8„0  miilion  gallons 
per  day  o At  Radnage  a borehole  has  been  put  down 

and  works  are  proceeding  to  enable  water  from  this 
borehole  to  be  taken  into  supply o 

Ri  ckmansw  or  th  8c  Uxb  r idge  Valle  y_  Wa  t e r C omp  a ny  o 

Reports  received  from  the  Company  also  confirm  that 
their  water  supplies  are  sa  t i sf  ac  t oi^y  bofh  in  equality  and 
quantity „ Bacteriological  samples  are  taken  at  least 
weekly  from  all  pumping  stations ^ reservoirs  and  towers ^ 
along  with  others  from  the  distr ibution  system^  chemical 
samples  are  also  taken  frequent lyo 

The  fluoride  content  is  negligihleg  (less  than  o02 
PoPomog  and  the  water  is  not  plumbo- so 1 vent o 

Other  S our c e s o 

There  are  comparatively  few  houses  which  are  not 
within  reach  of  public  water  mainso  The  occupiers  of 
some  houses g however ^ still  derive  their  water  from 
wells  and  rainwater  tanks o In  certain  cases  individual 
properties  are  away  from  water  mains ^ in  other  cases 
ow^ner  - occupier  s with  limited  incomes  are  reluctant  to 
incur  the  cost  of  a main  water  supply  where  the  mains 
are  not  within  a reasonable  distance ^ whilst  the 
occupiers  of  other  dwellings  have  a prejudice  in  favour 
of  their  individual  supplies  as  compared  with  a main 
water  supply o 

Supplying  main  water  to  houses  which  are  isolated 
presents  a financial  problem  which  is  often  overcome  by 
asking  hous e -holder s to  make  a special  contriburion 
towards  the  cost  of  extending  the  water  mains o 
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a t er  Sanip  1 o 


^ ^ ^ iva  t e_  Wa_t  e r S uppj^i  e s o 

During  the  year  12  samples  were  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  from  ptivate  water  supplies 
serving  houses , food  premises  and  factor ieSo 

Based  on  the  classification  suggested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  non-chlor ina t ed  piped  supplies 
only  10  results  could  be  considered  satisfactory  after 
bacteriological  examination  and/or  chemical  analysis o 

Owners  of  the  pi'operties  with  water  supplies  not 
conforming  to  a satisfactory  standard  were  requested 
to  provide  a wholesome  and  sufficient  sux^piyo 

During  the  year  li  samples  were  taken  by  the 
P ub 1 i c Health  I n s p e c t o r s f r om  t h e p ub 1 i c ma ins  i n 
the  V a 1"  i o u s parishes  t h r o u g h o u t the  R u r a I D i s t r i c t ^ 
for  bac ter iol og i cal  examination*  All  proved  to 

be  s a t i s f a c t o r y o 

( c ) Numb er  o f Irispe  c t ions  = 

A total  of  visits  were  made  i n o n n e c t i o n. 

with  samples  of  private  and  public  supplies  of  water ^ 
and  extensions  of  public  water  mains  to  serve  isolated 
groups  o f h o u s e s o 


SECTION  ''C'^ 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


o 


£ QQcl  Po s on i n^  « 

The  official  figures  for  food  poisoning  in  1966  were 
6,5Si  cases  and  20  deaths,  and  in  196?  there  were  79655 
cases  and  26  deaths.  It  is  generally  agreed  that;  these 
figures  in  no  way  reflect  the  true  siiuation  as  far  as 
food  infections  are  concernede  In  one  sector  it  wa^^ 
estimated  that  minor  ailments  including  gastroenteritis, 
cost  the  country  2,000%  more  lost  hours  than  strike  action 
in  1967® 

The  food  handler  is  the  most  important  factor  in 
preventing  food  infections  and  if  his  standards  are  low 
they  will  be  reflected  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises, 
probably  also  in  the  quality  and  certainly  in  the  purity 
of  the  foodo 

Providing  a person  can  find  and  afford  to  equip 
premises  there  is  no  legal  requirement  in  the  food 
hygiene  field  which  stops  him  from  commencing  to  sell 
food  o 

Education o 

The  practical  difficulTies  of  ensuring  that  people 
handling  food  are  properly  hygiene  trained  are  enormous, 
and  to  a large  extent  are  hampered  by  the  general  low 
wages  paid  in  the  food  industry®  We  can  therefore  only 
aim  for  better  general  educaiion  in  this  respect®  There 
is  a need  for  a much  harder  drive  in  this  education, 
particularly  in  our  schools,  and  for  the  small  traders 
in  the  food  industry®  The  public  at  large  still  do  not 
require  high  enough  standards  for  the  ways  in  which  foods 
they  buy  are  produced,  processed  and  sold.  They  must 
be  taught  that  they  have  the  greatest  power  to  enforce 
better  conditions® 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Advisory 
Council  on  the  new  Health  Education  Council  should  be 
given  power  and  substantial  finance  to  organise  nationally 
in  conjunction  with  local  authoiities  and  the  food  industry 
training  courses  for  all  types  of  personnel  employed  in 
food  premises® 
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A welcome  trend  has  been  that  many  of  the  larger  com- 
panies have  introduced  their  own  highei'  standards  in  their 
concern  to  ensure  that  food  they  sell  is  as  near  as  possible 
foolproof  in  quality  and  purity  and  the  leaders  in  this 
field  of  self-imposed  conditions  act  in  the  best  interests 
of  public  healtho 

Medical  Examination o 

Enforcement  of  compulsory  medical  examination  for  food 
employees  prior  to  commencing  work  is  not  yet  a practical 
proposition  for  all  types  of  the  industry o For  the  present 
we  must  rely  on  the  larger  companies  own  requirements  of  the 
fitness  of  their  staffs  but  this  should  be  another  of  our 
legislative  aims  for  the  near  future  particularly  in  the 
catering  trade  and  where  food  handling  is  extensive® 

Date  Codings 

Under  the  Labelling  of  Food  Bill,  and  subject  to  the 
Minister  making  an  Order,  vacuum  packed  food  will  be  re- 
quired to  be  labelled  in  such  a way  or  to  be  accompanied 
by  such  information  as  to  ensure  the  disclosure  of  the 
date  by  which  such  food  should  be  consumed o 

The  wording  in  the  clause  - ’’or  accompanied  by  such 
information”,  gives  rise  to  suspicions  that  loop-holes  in 
control  might  arise o As  to  whether  we  shall  see  a similar 
clause  for  non-vacuum  packed  perishable  food  is  debatable, 
and  it  remains  for  the  public  health  inspectors  t,o  empha- 
sise the  needs  for  good  stock  rotation  as  the  effective 
way  to  prevejit  food  complaint  So 

Vending  Machines o 


For  vending  machines  par  ticular  ly , good  st  oc.k  rota  t ion 
is  essential  as  without  proper  organisation  and  management 
foods  might  be  left  for  a considerable  time  before  being 
changed*  In  one  area  of  the  United  States  perishable 
foods  and  sandwiches  displayed  for  sale  in  machines  are 
required  to  be  marked  with  the  date  of  manufacture  and  only 
permitted  a 2k  hours  lifOo  With  a millxon  machines  or  so 
now  in  operation  it  may  be  expected  that  in  this  country 
similar  provisions  will  be  made  enforceable  in  the  future® 


New  Development o 


In  the  next  few  years  no  doubt,  there  will  be 
important  developments  in  the  food  industry  with  large 
mergers  of  various  sections  making  bigger  and  better 
retail  outlets®  The  indust  ry'^s  Economic  Development. 
Committee  is  at  present  concerned  that  their  produc- 
tivity is  being  held  back  in  certain  sectors  by 
continued  use  of  old  and  less  efficient  plant  and  we 
shall  see  more  research  and  development  allied  to  the 
present  £l00  million  a year  investment  in  new  plant:  and 
machinery  which  is  taking  place® 

Some  ^gOOO  new  super  help  yourself  shops  are 
expected  between  now  and  198O  and  new  proposals  for 
self-service  stores  now  extend  to  10 g 000  square  feetg 
whereas  in  1970  the  average  size  for  supermarkets  was 
around  4 g 000  square  feet® 

Consumer  traffic  has  swollen  to  huge  proportions 
for  this  type  of  trading  and  the  demand  for  bigger  and 
more  comprehensive  stores  continues  to  expand®  Such 
expansion  will  be  reflected  in  household  trends g parti- 
cularly frozen  foods  where  there  is  an  expectation  that 
business  which  at  present  is  worth  £120  million  will 
be  worth  £T00  million  by  the  1980- s® 

When  it  is  considered  that  at  present  only  30%  of 
British  households  have  refrigerators  and  only  1%  deep- 
freezers,  it  is  apparent  that  problems  can  be  forth- 
coming both  for  the  trade  and  the  consumer  unless 
sufficient  forethought  is  given  to  preparing  for  such 
rapid  expansion® 

Milk  Sc  Da  1 1 \ e £ « 

Administration  of  the  law  relating  generally  to 
the  nation’s  milk  supi^Iy  has  always  been  a large  and 
important  part  of  the  duties  of  local  authorities,  and 
although  by  the  coming  into  operation,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  19^9?  legislation  wTiereby  the  responsibility 
for  the  process  and  practice  ol  the  production  of  milk, 
i.e®  by  the  dairy  farmer  at  the  dairy  farm,  was  trans- 
ferred from  local  authorities  to  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  8c  Fisheries  g the  vast  business  of  the 
distribution  of  milkg  i®e®  from  the  producer  to  the 
consumer,  remains  the  responsibility  ol  local  authori- 
ties o 
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A major  step  towards  ensuring  the  safety  of  the 
na^ion®s  milk  supply  was  in  1962  when  a programme  was 
completed  and  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  became  a 
^’specified  areal’s  This  means  that  all  milk  sold  by 
ret-'Ll  for  human  consumption  must  be  sold  as  specially^ 
designated  milk^  viz o Pasteurised ^ Sterilised  or 
Untreated.  Another  heat  treatment  process  was  given 
recognition  in  1965?  when  it  be 
high  temperature  treated  miiko 


c^'sely  known  o One  of  the 
neither  the  disease  in  man 
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In  19^^  the  Ministry 


This  however  is  being 


Thus  It  was  decided  to  establish  a brucell os  is- Tr ee 
register  from  which  replacement  would  be  supplied  and  so 
accelerating  the  time  w^hen  eradication  would  prove 
feasible. 

Whilst  awaiting  eradication  of  the  cattle  disease, 
two  measures  which  commend  themselves  are  the  extension 
of  pasteurization  to  all  milk  and  secondJ_y  the  compulsory 
notification  of  the  human  diseaseso 


Re  g is  t r a t.  i o n of  F o o d Premises  o 
Sec  tion  l6  ^ Food  8c  Drugs  Act^  1935 « 

30  premises  are  registered  for*  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages^  pot  ted  5 pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food  intended  for  sale® 


Ice-cream, 


The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1939 
permit  the  use  of  a complete  cold  mix  powder  providing 
that  after  reconstitution  the  Liquid  mix  must  then  be 
frozen  into  ice-cream  within  one  hour*,  As  far  as  the 
soft  serve  freezers  are  concerned  this  has  created 
problems  in  that  although  the  ti*eezers  have  hoppers  which 
keep  the  mix  at  a temperature  below  -^3^  F the  mix  may  be 
retained  in  this  manner  for  indeterminate  lengths  of  time 
and  thus  break  the  law  in  not  being  frozen  into  ice-cream 
in  one  hour. 

Providing  the  vehicle  is  properly  constructed,  main- 
tained and  vehicle  and  equipment  conscientiously  cleaned 
by  the  operator  there  would  appear  to  be  no  great  risk 
to  public  health  in  this  respect. , 

More  adeqiiate  safeguards  could  be  obtained  however 
if  powers  to  licence  such  vehicles  under  the  present  pro- 
visions of  Section  21  of  the  F"ood  & Drugs  Act  1933  were 
introduced.  Regulations  under  this  section  have  never 
been  made  and  with  the  increase  in  the  sales  of  soft  ice- 
cream particularly  from  mobile  vehicles,  there  is  a need 
to  record  the  number  of  vehicles  in  operation  and  ensure 
that  they  are  first  examined  before  operatioiio 

In  this  district  i60  premises  are  registered  under 
Section  16  , Food  8c  Drugs  Act,  tw’o  for  The  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice-crearn  and  13^  premise.s  for  the  .storage 
and  sale  of  ice-creamo 


Some  15  ” iS  vehicles  used  for  the  sale  of  ^''soft  ice 
cream^’ , operate  from  premises  in  the  districto  Regular 
visits  are  made  and  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  from  the  vehicles  before  they  leave  the  depot o 
The  samples  were  generally  placed  in  Grades  1 8c  2 which 
is  a satisfact o r y result® 


5^  ^ ^ ^ ^ Examination  of 
Ice-cream  by  Methylene  Blue 
R e d u c t i o n Test  ^ 


; Samples  of 

i Ice-cream 

- 

From  Mobile  Vans 

' ' ' ' 1 

Fi'om  Premises 

i 

Test  G 1’  a d e 

i 

1 1 

111 

IV 

1 

1 1 

IV  , 

T 

111  IV 

Soft  ice- 
I cream 

13 

5 

3 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 Other  ice- 
cream 

■ 

- 

_ _J 

•’ 

' 1 

— 

I 

n 

I 

i 

i 

i 

Total  numb  e r of 

ad_  1 • s amp  les®**©®®#© 

©oo©oc®oo<s®oc 

29  I 

I 

s— i/Tirr, 

Where  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  3 and 
immediate  checks  were  made  on  the  ^’method’f^  machines  or 
plant  concerned  and  then  further  samples  taken  which 
resulted  in  a satisfactory  improvement  to  Grade  1 oi’  2® 


Food  Hy  g i e n e 
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o 


In  the  British  Isles  we  have  a climate  which  favours 
the  food  industry o Shade  temperatures  in  summer  range  from 
55‘^F  and  77‘^F  and  seldom  exceed  72^Fg  in  winter  t emperci  tur  e s 
fluctuate  between  35 ^F  and  50^F  and  remain  at  zero  or  below 
for  only  a few  days  or  weeks  each  yearo  It  is  only  in 
recent  years  that  refrigeration  has  become  commonplace » 

With  the  advent  of  refrigeration  the  pattern  has 
changed o From  the  smallest  corner  shop  to  the  largest 
supermarket  it  is  now  possible  to  buy  frozen  food  in  variety 
In  addition^  many  small  shops  stock  fresh  foods  of  almost 
every  description  which  are  offered  for  sale  from  attractive 
display  counters  suitably  protected  and  ref r iger a ted „ 


Food  Hygiene 


9 


Wh at ever  the  type  of  premises,  the  same  basic 
principles  apply » ^ood  should  be  brought  on  to  the 
premises  in  sound  condition  1 r om  a reliable  source o It 
should  be  kept  coolg  protected  from  risk  of  contamina- 
tion by  dust^  animals  - including  human  beings  - insects 
etc®  If  stocks  are  maintained  they  should  be  properly 
rotated  according  to  date  of  deliveryo 

Assuming  that  the  food  growers  and  processors  have 
acted  responsibly  in  their  duties  and  the  food  is  being 
lelivere^l  to  the  shop  in  good  condition  the  responsi- 
bility now  rests  with  the  shop  keeper  to  protect  it 
during  storage ^ display^  service  and  delivery  to  his 
customero  Unf  or  tuna  tely  g in  Br  j ta  * there  is  very 
little  control  over  the  establishment  of  a food  shopo 
Neither  the  proprictoi  iior  Ills  staff  ate  required  to 
seek  permission  frorii  the  iiealth  authoi  ities  or  to  give 
proof  of  training  in  food  hygiene o 

There  are  however  regulations  requiring  fixed 
premises  to  comply  with  certain  hygiene  standards  and 
a further  set  of  hygiene  regulations  have  their  appli- 
cation to  markets  and  stalls o These  regulations  are 
comprehensive  and  lay  down  a detailed  code  which,  if 
applied  sensibly,  does  much  to  help  in  the  hygienic 
and  efficient  conduct  of  the  business o Penalties  are 
laid  down  for  failure  to  comply® 

The  existence  ot  sc.ch  legislation  is  not  in  it- 
self sufficient®  The  trader  and  his  staff  must  be 
aware  of  the  requirements  and  the  need  for  compliance® 
His  is  achieved  by  education®  Public  Health  Inspectors 
r-^-pon«lble  for  tl.  e e^'.  f^f " c d"  of  the  regulations  and 

other  public  health  legislation  draw  attention  to 
unsatisf ac toi y matters  and  practices  and  see  that  they 
are  correctedo  This  may  be  done  verbally  but  in  the 
case  of  serious  failure  enforcement  action  is  taken 
through  the  courts® 

Premises o 

Although  it  is  possible  for  a skilled  food  handler 
to  run  a business  Trom  ill  equipped  premises  it  is 
desirable  and  indeed  a legal  requirement  that  minimum 
standards  of  construction,  lay-out  and  equipment  are 
ob  s ei^ve  d o 
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F ood  Handlers o 


Without  doubt  the  most  seriou 
in  the  food  shops  arises  from  huma 
brought  into  food  shops  should  be 
in  the  correct  procedures  and  with 
hygiene®  Too  often  staff  are  enga 
previous  experience  and  are  put  to 
open  food  without  instructiono 

Fitness  of  Food ® 

The  operator  of  a food  busine 
his  supplies  from  reliable  sources 
delivered  to  the  premises  should  b 
and  perishable  commodities  marked 
with  the  date  of  arrival « 


In 

mould,  p 
the  shop 
may  well 
retailer 
goods  he 


practice  it  is  often  found 
utrefied  or  stale  food  ari 
keeper  to  ensure  proper  r 
be  that  the  supplier  is  a 
can  accurately  determine 
is  at  a great  disadvantag 


s risk 
n being 
handled 
a b a s i 
ged  who 
work  i 


s s 

shou 

G 

All 

e 

insp  e 

s 0 

as  t 

that  c 
se  from 
o ta  t i on 
t fault 
the  dat 
e in  pr 


of  contamination 
s ® All  food 
by  staff  trained 
c knowledge  of 
have  had  no 
n the  handling  of 


1 d only  pur  chase 
food  as  it  is 
cted  for  condition 
o identify  them 

omplaints  of 
the  fail ur  e of 
of  stocko  It 
, but  unless  the 
e of  receipt  of 
oving  warranty e 


Food  Hygi ene  (General)  Regulations ^ i960  o 

During  the  year  572  visits  were  made  to  the  two 
poultry  packing  stations,  one  of  which  is  in  full  time 
production,  averaging  60,000  birds  per  week;  26  visits 
were  made  to  bakehouses  and  baker  and  c onf e ct ioner fe  shops, 
7^  to  butcher ^s  shops;  8 to  fried  fish  shops  and  fish- 
mongers, 55  to  greengrocers,  18  to  cafe,  hotel,  factory 
canteen  and  transport  cafe  kitchens,  188  to  general 
grocers,  k2  to  licensed  premises  and  clubs,  and  15  to 
other  food  preparing  premises,  6l  visits  were  made  to 
ice-cream  premises  and  vehicleso 

15  visits  were  also  made  to  food  haw-kers , 5 to 

market  stalls? 1^7  to  food  shops  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  unsound  foods,  20  to  dairies  and  milk 
distributors,  1,508  visits  re  inspections  of  meat  and 
slaughterhouses  making  a total  of  2,5^8  visits  to  food 
premises  during  the  year® 
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Gt  e n e I a 1 ) t x,3  9§  0 » 

Details  relating  to  food  premises  subject  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  are  as  follows  2“ 


r 

Pr  emise  s 

Noo  of  pre- 
mises fitted 
to  comply 
wi  th 

R e g o 1 6 0 

NOo  ot  pre- 
mises t o 
wh  i c h 

Rego  19 
a p p 1 i e s o 

iVOo  of  pre- 
mises fitted! 
to  comply 
with 

Rego  19 

Bakehouses  * • o 

12 

12 

12 

Butchers.  . . . o o 

19 

22 

22 

Cafes  and 
Canteens . o * o o 

33 

3 9 

i 

1 

39 

Dairies  8c  Milk 
D is t r^ibut  or  s o 

7 

7 

7 

i 

Fish  fryers  8c 
Fishmonger So  « 

3 

6 

6 

General  lood 
jS  in.  e ^ 

131 

139 

1 3 9 

Gr  ee  ngr  oc  er  s o , 

Ik 

15 

13 

Public  Houses/ 
Hotels, . . , o 

8o 

80 

80 

Totals 

303 

320 

320 

Regulation  l6  require^  premises  to  be  provided  with 

a VArash~hand  basin  etco 

requires  premises 
a sink  or  sinks o 


Regulation  19 


to  be  provided  with 
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Z Q.,94  y gi  ene  i ojf  No  t^ic ^ s sje £ v e^ d „ 


lo  Part  II « General  require- 

men  t s , e quipment 

O L*  C ' C)  o o • ® ® ® 


5 


® ® # o o 


2„  Part  IIIo 


Par  t 


Requirements  re^ 
la ting  to  persons 
engaged  in  the 
handling  of  f oodo  ® 

Requirements  re^ 

1 a t i n g to  f o od 
premises  5 s an i t a ry 
a c c ommoda  t i on  <, 


s ink  s e t c » o « . 
T o t a 1 s o o ® 


e (9  • 


Number 

~ 

Of  f enc  e s 

Convic- 
t ions 

6 

Nil 

5 

N i 1 

3 3 

Nil 

66 

Nil 

Food  Hy  g i ene  a r k e t s S t a 11  s _ D e 1 i very 

V e h i c:  e s ) ? ^ ^ g ^ t ions  ^ 


1 o 


2o 


3 


9 


Part  11 o Genera]  require^ 

m e n t s ^ e q u i p m e n t s 

e t e '5(f'®oo®ooooo 

Part  lllo  Requirements  re- 

1 a t i n g t o t o o d 
h a n d 1 e r s a n d t h e 
li  a n d i i n g o f f o o d o 

Part  IV o Requirements  re- 
lating to  markets 
and  stalls  and 
de 1 1 very vehicle s ® 

1 o t-  a.  ] , s © ® • o 


p— 

Number  ! 

Offences 

Convic- 

1 1 o n s 

li 

Nil 

1 

i 

i 

1 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

26 

Nil 

r 


Clean  Catering 


3 9 


List,  of  Irnpr  ove men  t s and / or  Un s a s f a c t cry 
conditions  remedied  in  food  premises  durin^z; 

lybB, 


Food  premises  cleansed  and/or  r edecor a ted » „ 


^ccoooooooo 


Food  premises  repaired  ^ (flooxs^  wails  ceilings 


WoC^s  and  windows) o 


^^ooo  5oo^cooo^»oocoooo 


Wash-basins  provided 
Nail  brushes  providedo  o o o o o o o o o 
Sinks  provided 


♦ 00®0000000  0 0000000000«)00^0i>00000 


0000000c00000«)000  000000 


o®o«oo®oco*o«oo®oooooooo©ooooooooooo<^ooo 


Provision  of  constant  hot  and  cold  water  supply 


o • o o o o o 


Provision  of  intervening  ventilated  space  between 

Wo  Co  and  foodroome. 


coo^iooooeooooooooooooo 


Sanitary  accommodation  otherwise  improved  oi' 

repaired 


DGOOt'OOOeOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOO 


ooooooooooo  oc  oooo®ooooooo 


Refuse  receptacles  providedo o 
R ode  n.  t i n f e s t a t i o n.  t r e a t e d ooocaaoooooooooooooooooooooo 


«<*®00000000(»3  000 


Food  exposed  to  contamination  remove do 
” Wash-hands notices  displayed  on  request 
”No  Smoking^^  notices  displayed  on  r e que s t « o o o e a 


oooocooo<»o 


ooo  •o®®o 


Proper  facilities  for  hanging  outdoor  clothing 

pr  ovi de d c * 


9«0000f'000'*eo®  0 0000000c000000e0 


Impervious  surfaces  provided  to  worktops  and 

C O U.  nter  Ssooaooooacooooooooooooooooooooooe 


First  aid  kit  providedo 


®®0‘3®0<50000e000000000000®0000 


Unwrapped  foods  placed  behind  glass  and  not  exposed 

to  contamination  from  customers 


Ar  tif  icial  lighting  pr  ovidedo  <.  o a 


o®e©ooo®oo 


000^000000  '■‘^O'SOOOOOOOO 


Food  equipment  providedo  o o . 


000000000*90  0 00000000000000 


Open  food  raised  not  less  than  l8’''  above  ground 


o o o o o o o 


13 

10 

3 

k 

2 

5 

2 


5 

lO'i 

2 

5 

1 


4 

8 


5 


~ ^0 


B a c t e r _i  o L Q jg  i j^  Exam  i na  t i o n 1 

2 t-i}er  F o od s « 

8 samples  of  other  foods  wer  e taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  included  samples  off- 

Chicken  offal 

Frozen  c h i c ken  1 e g s 

Chicken  breast  fillets 

F 1' o z e n whole  chi c k e ri 

Whole  chicken  before  freezing. 

B a c t e r i o 1 o^ Examina  t i on^^ f 

r ^ £ i P ^ ^ t 

using  Swabbing  Techniques o 

i8  swabs  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  mobile  soft  ice-cream  machines  and  from  premises  for 
plat.e  count  and  pa  thogens  o 

2^1  swabs  were  also  taken  from  the  two  Poultry  Packing 
Stations  in  the  District ^ from  poultry  carcases  and  offal ^ 
equipment  and  working  surfaces o 

The  results  were  a very  us 
to  show  the  food  operators  wher 
coses  complete  re- appraisal  of 
routines  was  requiredo 

The  swabs  were  sent  for  examination  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  included  swabs  taken  from  chickens 
and  turkeys  during  all  stages  of  e vise  er  a t i on  ^ washing  ^ 
chilling,  packing  and  freezing,  and  the  remaining  swabs 
were  taken  from  food  equipment  such  as  slicers,  kniv^es, 
chopping  boards  and  worktops , meat  band  saws  and  scales® 


Food  C omp 1 a in  t s o 

Twenty” e ight  complaints  were  received  relating  to 
unsound  food  and  food  containing  foreign  matter ^ 


eful  guide  for  the  Inspectors, 
e extra  attention,  or  in  some 
the  cleans  in g/ s t er i 1 i s ing 


^ i =. 


Five  cases  concerned  mouldy  bread,  and  milk  complaints 
included  sourness,  and  the  presence  of  vegetable  fibres  and 
flies o Other  complaints  were  of  sand  in  a packet  of  figs, 
five  cans  of  corned  beef  affected  with  mould  or  sulphide 
staining,  loaf  containing  dark  material,  (sultanas), 
mouldy  caramel  cake,  mouldy  steak  and  kidney  pie,  bacon 
containing  maggots,  sour  sausages,  stone  in  can  of  baked 
beans,  beetle  in  can  of  grapefruit,  can  of  mouldy  plums, 
solder  in  a can  of  tomatoes,  decomposed  chicken  and  paper 
in  a pa  sty  o 

Investigations  of  these  complaints  resulted  in  six 
pr os e cu t ions o In  the  remaining  cases  cautionary  letters 
were  sent  to  the  retailer  or  manufacturer,  and  in  appro- 
priate cases  warning  letters  were  sent  to  botti  parties. 


F or  e i gn  Ma  1 1 e r ct nd  Mould  in  j Qo  do 


’ M 1 ^ 

Foreign  Matter^  in  Food 

C ommodi ty 

N umb  ei^ 

Mouldy  food 

Home  pro- 
duced food 

Impoi ted 
t ood 

Number 

M ]_  1 .k  •®<9»«0000 

5 

• 

j 

1 

. 

Breads  . o ® ^ ^ ^ 

1 

1 

! 

Canned  Me a t « , 

2 

Cooked  Meat  ^ ^ 

2 

Me a t Pi e s 0 o . ® 

1 



2 

F 11'  1_1  .TL  »o 

1 

1 

1 

Vegetables,,  o o 

1 

' 

I 

\ 

C onf  e c t i onery 

CB3 

<_, 

2 

Other  F ood  * , o 

c_ 

3 

3 

Totals 

8 

8 

13 

1 I 1 

Total  amount  of  Fines  and  Costs  Imposed “ 


C^l23o9soOdo 


Slaijghrei  Anima  IsS  Ac  tj  195^o 

^ E i?  ^ 9^  1 S.  ^ ^ 

Reg  ij  i a t i o n ^5  1^  9^8  « 

Inspections  have  been  regularly  carrie<l  out  at  each 
of  the  three  private  s laugh t e rhous e s in  the  district 
regarding  the  cleanliness  and  repair  of  the  premises  and 
the  equipment  o 


No  pathogenic  organisms  have  been  found  dui  ing  1968 
from  sewer  swabs  taken  from  the  slaughterhouses  and  lalrage 
d r a i n s g or  f 1 o m b a c t e r i o 1 o g i c a 1 s w a b s a k e n f r orn  kn  1 v e s ^ 
saw  blades c chopper  blades ^ Inspection  and  gut  room  tables o 

The  occupiers  of  the  slaughterhouses  have  been  en= 
couraged  to  provide  water  pressure  spray  guns  which  greatly 
assist  in  daily  cleansing  of  walls  and  floor  etCo^  and  they 
have  been  using  the  spray  guns  for  washing  down  beast  car- 
cases now  5 for  some  5 years  without  any  adverse  comments 
f o r t h c om  in  g f r om  th  e t r a d e * 

T h e t r a d i o n a 1 w i p i.  n g c loth  was  legal  1 y b a n i s h e d i n 
November  1968  and  spec  ial  individual  ”we  t- s tr  ength^’  paper 
towels,  i n t h e f o r m o f a r o 1 1 ^ d i s p e n s e d f r o m a me  t a 1 con- 
tainer fixed  lo  the  walls  of  the  slaughterhouses,  have 
proved  to  be  the  answer  to  the  problem  of  producing  a 
clean  and  dry  sheep  carcase  in  small  s laugh terhous e s not 
equipped  with  ’^Coldair  blast”  cooling  rooms  o 


^ t er  of  An  imal  s ( n t 1 o n of  C r ue  1 ty ) 

R e g u 1 a t i o n s , 1^5^  o 

These  Acts  and  Regulations  are  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  cruelty  and  ensuring  that  no  animals  shall  be 
slaughtered  in  a slaughterhouse  except  by  a person 
licensed  by  the  local  author ityo 


The  licences  ol  5 slaughtermen  were  renewed  during 
the  y e a r V 

Inspections  were  made  daily  at  each  of  the  two  larger 
slaughterhouses,  and  as  required  at  the  small  slaughter^ 
house , un  d e r ^ t he  a b o v e Acts  and  Reg  u I a t i o n s o Pa  r 1 1 c u 1 a r 
attention  was  paid  to  the  provision  of  adequat:e  water 
supplies  and  bedding  etco,  in  the  lairageso  Animals  were 
generally  not  kept  long  enough  in  thei;  lai  rages  to  require 
feeding  as  reqvired  by  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations o 
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* 


} 
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/ 
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Meat  Inspection 


Post-mortem  inspection  and  control  of  slaughterhouse  hygiene. 


Ante-mortem  inspection  and  control  of  lairage  conditions. 


^3 


Meat  Hygiene  and  Inspection  Service 

The  following  table  indicates  the  n amber  and 
difterent  classes  ot  animals  slaughiered  and  inspected 
and  the  number  ot  animals  affected  wiih^; 

( a ) tab  e r cal o s 1 s 

( b ) c y s t i c e r c a s b o v i s 

(c)  diseases  other  than  t ubej' c alos  is 
and  cys  t icercu':^  bo  vis. 

The  technique  of  meat  inspection  used  is  in 
accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspet  rion  Regalations^  19^3 9 
and  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  maintained  and  a 
total  of  1399^10  animals  were  ins  pec  redo 

Tuberculosis  was  absent  in  cattle,  but  0 o 5%  of  the 
total  number  ot  pigs  inspected  were  found  to  have  either 
Bovine  or  Avian  Tuberculosis  lesions,  or  lesions  of  a 
bad  liar  y necrotic  nature  or  the  c o r yneba  c t er  ium  equi 
type,  in  the  subrnax  il  1 la  rv  nodes  of  the  heado 

Unfortunately,  the  t,ime  necessarv  to  establish  the 
true  nature  of  the  lesions,  microscopically  and  bacterio 
logically  at  the  Laboratory  is  too  long  to  be  of  other 
than  professional  interest  and  it  is  the  practice  to 
condemn  the  p ig “ s head,  and  examine  the  rest  of  the 
cajt  case  and  organs  in  detail  before  passing  them  as  fit 
for  f o o d o 

The  incidence  of  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cy st  icer c os  i s in  cattle  excluding  cows,  sheep  and 
lambs  has  risen  to  ^7 o 5%  and  1 9 o 8%  respectively  from 
32 06%  and  9 o 7%  and  the  figure  for  pigs  has  risen  to 
1 3 o 6%  affected o The  latter  representing  mainly  livers 
affected  with  Ascaris  Lumbricoides  and  to  a lesser 
extent  lungs  affected  with  congestion,  pleurisy  and/or 
pneumon ia , 

The  records  show  that  out  of  the  total  of  39517 
beasts,  sheep  and  lambs  and  pigs  affected  by  diseases 
other  than  tuberculosis  and  cyst icer c os i s , the  major 
proportion  of  those  animals  were  affected  in  the  liver 
by  either  Fasciola  hepatic  a in  the  case  of  the  beasts 
and  sheep,  or  the  1 ound  worm  Ascaris  Lumbricoides  in 
the  case  oi  pigs 


= kh. 


Cysticercus  bovis  was  found  in  20  cattle  excluding  cows 
and  2 in  cowso  The  technique  of  inspections  used  Tor  cysti- 
cercus  bovis  is  as  recommended  in  the  Practice  Notes  on  the 
subject^  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors o 

Causes  of  condemnation  other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
cysticercus  bovis  include 

Ab  s c e s s e s ^ a c t in omy  c o s i s ^ a,  c t in ob a,  c i 1 1 o s i s ; 
general  paiasitical  condition  of  livers  and 
lungs g (sogc  fas c iol ias is g Tt echinococcus ^ 

T o mar  g ina  ia  ,,  mue  1 1 e r i us  c ap  i 1 far  i s ^ as  car  i s 
1 umb:r  i c o i d e s ) ^ c ir r h o s i s ^ tel ang  i e c t a s i s ; 
per icarditis ; peritonitis  ^ pneumonia ; 
pleurisy;  bruising;  pathological  emaciation; 
septicaemia;  pyaemia;  jaundice;  metritis; 

ma  s t i t i s ; n o ne  cr  o sis;  s e p t i c ompha 1 oph 1 eb i t i s ; 

nephritis;  melanosis g oedema  and  care inoma o 
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Poultry  Inspection  o 

Perhaps  the  greatest  success  story  in  British  food  processing 
and  marketing  in  the  last  ten  years  has  been  the  development 
of  the  oven-ready  poultry  business o From  a relative  tew  in 
the  middle  and  late  fifties ^ the  annual  output  of  broilers  in 
the  United  Kingdom  has  reached  a figure  of  some  200  million 
birds  processed^  packed g frozen  and  ready  for  sale  at  the  end 
of  1968  a 

To  achieve  this  result  the  basic  aim  has  been  to  modify 
the  conventional  poultry- f or-Chr is tma s thinking  of  the  British 
housewife  and  convince  her  that  poultry  ranks  with  Lamb g beef 
and  pork  as  a year-round  dish.  To  the  extent  that  it  now 
produces  enough  prepacked  birds  at  very  competitive  prices  to 
put  chicken  on  the  menu  in  every  household  six  or  seven  times 
a yearg  the  industry  can  confidently  claim  to  be  well  on  the 
way  to  revolutionising  British  eating  patternso 


Poultry  Inspection 


Control  of  hygiene  in  poultry  packing  stations. 


Turkeys  after  evisceration  and  before  packing  and  freezing 
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Important  though  efficient  distribution  and  merchan- 
dizing are  in  the  marketing  operation,  it  is  the  capacity 
and  capabilities  of  the  processing  equipment  and  methods 
that  really  determine  how  far  the  industry  can  go  towards 
meeting  an  over-rising  demand  for  poultry  that  is  c om- 
paritively  cheap  and  of  time  saving  convenience  to  the 
hous ew if  e « 

The  industry,  therefore , now  merits  far  greater 
attention  by  the  public  health  inspector  than  formerly, 
both  with  regard  to  the  supervision  of  standards  of 
hygiene  during  processing  and  the  inspection  of  the 
final  product  as  to  its  fitness  for  human  consumption® 
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Turkeys  ° 
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C a r cases  an d 0 1 f a 1 inspected  a n ( i c o n d e mn e d 

in  whole  or  in  part 

Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  Cows  Calves  and 
Cows  Lambs 

[ 

Pigs 

i 

Number  killed 

2 5 428 

115 

2 3 '1. 

7,854 

i 

5^312 

Number  not  inspected 

Nil 

N 1 1 

N :i  1 

N i 1. 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

T ub  e r c u 1 o s i s a n d 

Cy  s t i c e i"  c o s i s o 

Whole  carcases 
c ondemned  ooopo®oe'ooo 

1 

P 

5 

3 

21 

Part  carcases  or 
organ  c ondemned  « ^ o 

1,154 

67 

8 

1,554 
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Percentage  of  the 
num b e r in  s p e c t e d 
affected  with 
disease  o t h e r t ha n 
t ub  e r c u 1 o s 1 s a n d 
cy  s t i c e r c i ® ® ^ e.  0 ® ® e 0 
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5 0 6% 
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SECTION  °D « e 
CLEAN  AIR  ACTS  1936 

The  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council  is  a member  of 
the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air. 

The  Society  was  founded  in  l899 
work  during  the  early  years  and  made 
^’Clean  Air^^  was  not  the  impractical 
In  195  9 the  S oc ie ty  celebrated  its  D 

The  Clean  Air  Conference o 

An  important  event  during  the  year  was  the  Clean 
Air  Conference  held  in  Harrogate  from  22nd  to  25th  of 
October,  1968.  800  delegates,  including  many  from 

overseas  countries,  attended  and  15  papers  were  pre- 
sented. The  exhibition  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Conference,  was  opened  by  the  Permanent  Secretary  of 
the  Ministry  of  Power,  and  consisted  of  exhibits  from 
the  various  fuel  industries,  incinerator*  and  chimney 
constructors,  technology,  boilers  and  domestic  heating 
systems  and  air  pollution  information® 

International  Ac_hj,eve^men  t . 

Britain  has  done  most  of  the  pioneering  work  in 
Smoke  Abatement,  and  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  is  one  of 
the  great  social  milestones  for  urban  communities 
throughout  the  world.  Yet  the  National  Society  says 
that  while  the  Act  has  been  a success,  progress 
towards  clean  air  has  been  slower  than  expected. 

Pressure  from  the  National  Society  has  undoubtedly 
helped  to  bring  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968  to  the  Statute 
Book.  This  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  25th 
October,  19680 

It  is  to  be  known  with  the  1956  Act  as  the  Clean 
Air  Acts  1956  and  1968  and  the  new  Act  supplements, 
extends  and  in  part  repeals  the  provisions  of  the  1956 
Acto  To  a large  extent  it  is  a piece  of  enabling 
legislation  by  which  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  will  be  able  to  make  Regulations  and  Orders 
further  increasing  or  restricting  its  effect*  This 
Act  represents  another  big  step  forward  in  the  cause 
of  clean  air. 


o It  did  valuable 
it  understood  that 
fad  of  a few  cranks, 
iamond  Jubilee. 
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Certain  clauses  of  the  Act  were  scheduled  to  become 
law  on  the  1st  April,  19^9  The  remaining  clauses  to  be 
brought  into  operation  at  dates  yet  to  be  announced » 

Under  the  new  Act  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  can  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  those  laggard 
local  authorities  in  the  black  areas  who  are  not  getting 
on  with  their  smoke  control  programme  fast  enough,  I 
think  it  would  be  true  to  say  that  generally  the  progress 
made  in  smoke  control  is  not  so  fast  as  any  of  us  would 
like.  It  is  certainly  encouraging  that  some  local  autho- 
rities have  completed  their  smoke  conti ol  programmes 
already.  But  these  are  few  and  far  between  and  progress 
is  c e r t a i 1 1 1 y no  t; h i n g 1 j. k e a o i a s t.  a s wa s e it  t s a g e d by  the 
Beaver  Committee,  Indeed,  that  Committee  envisaged  that 
early  in  the  1970  Us  most  t^e  so-called  black  areas 

would  be  largely  smoke  controlled.  But  under  present 
progress  we  know  that  it  is  going  to  be  well  into  the 
late  1980 *s  before  this  is  achieved.  Anything,  therefore, 
which  can  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  any  local  authority 
to  step  up  its  smoke  control  programme  is  very  welcome. 

Another  point  is  the  fact  that  the  regulations  re- 
garding the  selling  of  bituminous  coal  in  smoke  control 
areas  have  been  very  much  tightened  up.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  new  regulation  will  effectively  plug  what 
was  a loophole  in  the  old  regula  tions  <, 

D omestic  Pollut  ion  0 

The  most  serious  source  of  air  pollution  now  re- 
maining is  the  domestic  fire  burning  raw  coal  and  emitting 
smoke  at  lew  level.  Nationally,  we  are  reluctant  to  give 
up  the  open  coal  fire  in  favour  of  cleaner  smokeless  fuels, 
or  piped  or  wii'^ed  fuel-s. 

We  are  also  reluctant  to  meet  the  cost  of  cleaning-up 
the  air.  The  totcil  cosc,  however,  is  only  a fraction  of 
the  waste  involved  in  allowing  pollution  to  continue,  and 
a nation  that  moves  from  one  economic  crisis  to  the  next 
ought  to  be  hesitant  about  wasting  at  least  £300  millions 
a year. 


- ^9  - 


The  National  Survey^  devised  by  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory,  is  planned  statistically  to  enable  valid 
conclusions  +0  be  drawn  on  the  incidence  of  air 
pollution  in  urban  areas  throughout  the  country,  while 
restricting  observations  to  a reasonably  small  number 
of  sites o Some  120  towns  were  chosen  for  the  purpose 
and  each  agreed  to  make  daily  measurements  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  following  five  types  of 
distri.  c t So  in  so  far  as  examples  are  to  be  found  in 
each  town? 

(a)  Residential  area 
density,  such  as 

( b ) Residential  area 
density,  such  as 
suburb  o 

(c)  Industrial  area® 

(d)  Commercial  area,  \cith  central  heating 
pr^edomina  t ing  o 

(e)  Smoke  control  area,  which  may  be  any 
of  the  above  types o 

Observations  are  also  being  made  at  a number  of 
sites  in  the  depth  of  the  country  to  give  background 
informationo  All  sites  for  the  survey  were  chosen 
by  the  local  authority  in  collaboration  with  Warren 
Spring  Laboratory,  and  on  1st  April,  1969^  observations 
for  this  statistically-planned  part  of  the  Survey  vcere 
being  made  by  115  authorities  operating  375  instruments 
and  a further  33  authorities  in  the  area  administered 
by  the  Greater  London  Council  operation  li6  instruments ^ 

In  addition,  a further  total  of  289  local  authori- 
ties and  others  were  making  daily  observations  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  at  528  sites o These  measurements 
are  being  made  on  the  initiative  of  the  authorities 
concerned,  and  primarily  for  their  own  local  purposes, 
but  they  form  a second  part  of  the  National  Survey  and 
comparison  of  these  results  with  the  national  averages 
established  by  the  first  part  of  the  survey  will  be  of 
great  value® 

Under  part  three  of  the  Survey  a further  163  sites 
were  operated  by  60  authorities  in  rural  areas,  to  pro- 
vide data  on  drift  of  pollution  and  background  informa - 
t ion  o 


with  a high  population 
old  terrace  housing® 

with  a low  population 
a housing  estate  or 


other  Measurements  of  Air  Pollutiono 


In  addition  to  the  daily  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 
observations^  many  local  authorities  and  other  bodies  make 
monthly  measurements  of  gri t-and-dus t^f all , using  the 
British  Standard  Deposit  Gauge ^ and  of  the  rate  of  re^ 
action  of  sulphur  compounds  with  lead  dioxide o Warren 
Spring  Laboratory  continues  to  give  advice  and  help  in 
connection  with  such  measur emen ts « 

R ur  aj.  D i s t r^  t__  P o ^ u y on  o 

The  countryside  outside  towns  is  generally  far  less 
polluted,  but  not  pollut ion- f r e e « Apart  from  the  con- 

tribution of  nearby  villages  there  is  a mf' isurabie  amount 
of  contamination  of  country  air  from  built-up  and  indus- 
trial areas,  especially  under  certain  weather  conditions o 
Variation  in  the  concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  with  the  distance  downwind  of  a town  has  been 
measured  using  directional  samplers  which  differentiate 
between  air  from  the  town  and  that  blowing  from  other 
directions  « 

Air  Pollution  from  Motor  Traffic 

The  Laboratory  is  making  measurements  of  carbon 
monoxide  in  streets  of  a number  of  cities  throughout 
Great  Britain  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  local  authorities  and  other 
or ganiza t i ons o It  is  well  known  that  under  favourable 
conditions,  (cogo  in  congested  traffic  in  narrow  streets 
with  high  buildings  on  each  side,  or  in  road  tunnels), 
carbon  monoxide  may  occasionaJIy  accumulate  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  cause  concern  regarding  its  effect  on  health, 
on  alertness  and  on  the  accuracy  of  drivingo 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Laboratory,  abatement  measures 
cannot  be  enacted  until  the  extent  of  the  danger  has  been 
defined.  The  present  measurements  are  intended  to  give 
this  informationo 

In  spite  of  the  long  delay,  the  Society  is  now  urging 
that  action  should  be  taken  soon  to  reduce  pollution  from 
petrol  motor  vehicles « 
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Clean  Air 


Modernisation  of  Plant 
Oil-Fired  Boilers 


Modernisation  of  Plant 
utilising  factory  wood  waste  as  main  fuel 


For  petrol  engines5  the  Society  Report  regards 
modified  carburettors  and  fuel  injection  systems  as 
offering  the  most  hope  for  reductions  in  carbon  monoxide 
and  hy  dr  oc  ar  bons  c Exhaust  after-burners  and  c^italysts 
are  unlikely  to  provide  the  best  solution..  The  way  is 
now  open  for  a standard  European  method  of  testing  carbon 
monoxide  emission  and  it  is  urged  that  the  Ministry  of 
Transport  should  fix  limits  for  its  content  in  exhausts. 
It  is  also  suggested  that  exhaust  gas  analysis  and 
carburettor  ad jus  tmen t s should  be  included  in  annual 
car  te s t s o 


Considerable  sums  have  been^  and  are  being  spent 
on  plant  improvement  and  industry  is  generally  recog- 
nising its  obligations  to  reduce  air  pollutiono  Pre- 
vention of  offences  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts  195^  “ 

19t>S^  calls  for  correct  equipment^  maintenance  and 
operation  of  plant^  the  use  of  mechanical  stoking 
wherever'  possible,  and  the  training  and  certification 
of  boiler  stoker s^  together  with  proper  instrumenta- 
tion, throughout  the  whole  of  the  plant  and  processing 
ma  ch inery o 

Control  M e a s ur  e s i n £ SJB ^ ™ ^ L D ^ ^ ri£  £ ° 

The  d is  trier  has  a population  of  approximately 
67 5 000 5 and  has  several  densely  populated  urban  areas, 

which  are  grovcing  rapidly  more  urban  in  character  as 
the  housing  estates  go  up o 

The  district  has  209  registered  factories  including 
a considerable  number  of  boiler  plants,  furnaces, 
furniture  wood  waste  incinerators,  saw  mills,  five  large 
paper  and  board  mills  and  two  poultry  packing  plants « 
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Control  measures  which  the  Council  are  at  present 
operating  in  order  to  prevent  or  alleviate  atmospheric 
pollution  includes- 

(1)  Action  where  necessary  under  the  Dark  Smoke 
ttpex^mi  t te  d Periods”  Regulations,  against 
emissions  of  dark  smoke,  and  securing  the 
minim  um  e m i & s ions  o f gi^  it  an  d du  s t , w i t h 

s p e c i a 1 reference  to  i n d u s t r i a 1 b o i 1 e r' 
plants,  furnaces  and  inc iner a t or 

(2)  Action  to  abate  smoke  nuisances,  (Cogo 
burning  of  industrial  or  garden  refuse , 
uee  of  incinerators  and  wood  refuse 

burn ing  p 1 ant  at  f uin i t ur e f a c tor i e s etc)® 

(3)  Ensuring  that  new  industrial  furnaces 
are  not  installed  unless  they  are  capable 
so  far  as  is  practicable  of  being  operated 
without  emitting  smoke o 

(4)  Regulating  the  height  of  chimneys  in 
connection  with  the  erection  or  extension 
of  industrial  buildings,  or  new  boiler 
plants  in  existing  buildings « 

( 5 ) I mp 1 e m e n t ing  bye 1 a w s wh i c h r oqu i r e a 1 L 
new  buildings  to  be  equipped  with  smoke- 
less fuel  appliances « 

(6)  One  smoke  control  order  made  jointly  by 
the  Council  and  a neighbouring  local 

au th or i ty  is  o p e r a t ing  in  c o nn e c t i on 
with  a new  housing  estate,  part  of 
which  is  in  the  Council  fs  distrct,  and 
part  in  the  area  of  the  neighbouring 
author i ty  ^ 

376  inspections  with  regard  to  smoke  observations, 
grit  observations,  boiler  plant  inspections,  smoke 
nuisances,  complaints  and  interviews  were  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts  1956  - 1968^ 
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SANITATION 

A sustained  elfort  over  many  years  has  been  made  to 
provide  main  water  supplies  to  the  inhabitants  of  rural 
England  and  Wales  o About  19^^  it  w^as  estimated  that 
30  per  cent  of  the  inhabitants  in  these  rural  areas  were 
still  beyond  the  reach  of  adequate  wholesome  water  in 
pipes o It  is  now  estimated  that  the  figure  of  30  per 
cent  hUvS  been  reduced  to  less  than  I per  cento 

The  same  rate  of  progress  cannot  be  said  about  the 
provision  of  sewerage  facilities  in  the  rural  areas o The 
19^^^  Rural  Watei’  Supplies  8c  Sewerage  Act  authorised  15 
million  pounds  to  be  made  available  for  grants  to  local 
authorities  for  watei’  and  sewerage  schemes o In  1951  the 
amount  was  increased  by  30  million  pounds  and  this  was 
repeated  in  195  5 = A fur  the r 30  million  pounds  was 
authorised  by  the  Act  of  19^5  and  it  was  estimated  that 
this  additional  amount ^ making  a total  authorisation 
since  19^^  of  105  million  pounds  would ^ until  1970, 
enable  local  authorities  to  maintain  satisfactory  prO“ 
gress  towards  achieving  main  drainage  facilities  for  the 
majoi'ity  of  resident  s in  the  rural  areas  o 

The  disposal  of  liquid  wastes  has  been  the  subject 
o f i n c r e a s i n g 1 y rest 1 i c t i v e 1 e g i s 1 a t ion  d e s i gn e d 
primarily  for  protecting  the  general  condition  of 
receiving  waters  - only  indirectly  has  this  reduced 
the  potential  health  hazards  of  liquid  wastes o Under 
present  laws  and  practice,  however,  many  aspects  of 
handling  waste-waters  are  designed  to  protect  the 
health  of  the  public « 

Domestic  sewages  will  always  contain  disease 
producing  micro-organisms  and,  since  treatment  plants 
are  not  designed  to  remove  or  destroy  all  of  these, 
some  will  always  be  present  1x1  the  effluentSo  To-date, 
these  effluents,  when  sufficiently  diluted  with  natural 
water,  have  not  created  health  problems  for  the  water 
industry  3 But  today  with  the  tower  dilutions  afforded 
to  sewage  effluents,  there  is  a growing  feeling  that 
the  entero-viruses  in  sewage  effluents  may  bring  about 
changes  in  reasons  for,  and  nature  of,  waste  treatment 
plants  e 


Wastes  discharged  to  tidal  waters  are  also  subject 
to  controls  which^  in  partj  are  specifically  designed 
to  protect  the  health  of  the  public o In  coastal  areas, 
greater  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  use  of  long  off'= 
shore  outfalls  so  as  to  minimise  these  health  hazards o 


Radioactive  wastes  fall  into  a special  category  and 
are  covered  by  separate  legislationo 

While  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements 
of  this  country  are  good,  it  should  not  be  assumed  that 
there  is  no  room  for  improvement.  The  changing  patterns 
of  industrial  processes  and  the  constant  introduction  of 
new  chemicals  for  industrial  or  domestic  purposes, 
suggests  that  wastes  will  always  contain  chemicals  that 
are  potentially  harmful  to  man o In  recent  years  there 
has  been  a growing  demand  for  waste  disposal  to  be 
organised  on  a regional  basis o 

The  advocates  of  this  policy  claim  that  there  would 
be  more  efficient  management  of  sewerage  systems,  better 
use  of  the  scientific  and  technological  personnel  in  the 
’’waste  industry”,  greater  returns  on  the  investments 
made  in  disposal  systems  since  more  economic  plant  and 
or  processes  could  be  provided  for  regional  schemes,  and 
finally,  it  would  be  easier  to  implement  new  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  water  management  involving  those  in  the  water 
and  waste-water  industries  and  in  water  resources^ 

In  our  own  district  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  have 
been  eliminated  on  a large  scale  in  recent  years  due  to 
the  implementation  of  main  drainage  schemes  in  the  more 
populated  parts  of  the  district,  Ai’eas  remaining  to  be 
sewered  include  Lacey  Green,  Loos ley  Row,  parts  ol  Kimble, 
Ell esbor ough , Medmenham  and  parts  of  B1 edl ow-cum-Saunder ton 
par i sh  o 

Lack  of  main  drainage  facilities  perpetuate  the 
problems  of  unsatisfactory  drainage  and  sanitary  accommo- 
dation and  retards  the  work  of  improving  our  older  houses. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  therefore  that  main  drainage  schemes 
for  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  district  will  be  carried 
out  a s qu i c k 1 y as  p o s s ib I e , 
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no 


In  cases  where  owners  have  not  connected  their  pro- 
perties to  the  sewers  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have 
been  engaged  on  checking  the  drainage  systems,  and  where 
found  to  be  defective  or  insufficient  appropriate  action 
has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  connection  of  the  soil 
drains  to  the  sewers  and  to  ensure  the  conversion  of 
earth  closets  into  water  closets  where  necessary®  A 
total  of  ^5  visits  have  been  made  for  this  purpose. 


Hygiene  on  Highways 


o 


The  inadequacy  of  sanitary  facilities  and  the 
generally  unsatisfactory  state  of  lay-by s~hi ghway 
verges  along  the  main  roads  of  Britain  are  well  known. 
So  far  little  has  been  done  to  improve  matters. 


The  case  for  improved  facilities  is  being  in- 
creasingly advocated  and  it  would  appear  that  some 
overall  plan  of  action  is  now  required  that  facilities 
are  provided  in  the  right  places  and  at  regular  inter- 
vals along  our  main  roads.  The  demand  is  there  and  it 
is  estimated  that  lay-by  lavatories  in  Oxfordshire  for 
example  are  coping  with  as  many  as  10,000  people  a 
week.  In  Somerset  six  blocks  of  conveniences  have  bee 
provided  by  four  rural  districts.  It  has  been  estima 
that  some  3 ? 000  people  per  day  use  one  of  these  con- 
veniences during  peak  holiday  weeks. 
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PEST  INFESTATT0-N  (‘ONTRaT 

A t i b e p i e s e n t t-  im  e i.  t i e s i i aia  t e d r b a t r a i.  s a rid 
mice  cause  totaJ  damage  througiiour  Europe  to  tiie  extent 
of  £ 2 5 0 00  mill  i o n per'  yea  r o In  t h i .>?  c o un  t ry  the  loss 
is  in  the  region  of  £20  million  per  yea To  Tbe  total 
world  loss  of  stored  cei'eals  and  ri(*e,  for  which  rats 
in  the  main  are  responsible;  is  estirncited  to  be  33 
million  tons  per  yearo  At  the  sarin:  time,  mo;re  than 
20  per  cG*nt  of  the  cro^js  planted  by  man  evety  year 
is  eaten  or  spoiled  by  rodents  and  insects  before 
ha  1''  ve  s t o R a t s a r e a 1 s o a s s c*  c i a t e d w i t h t h e s p r e a d o f' 

d i.  s e a s e o 


Disease  s p r ' e a d e 3 " a n d d e s t r o y e r o f f c o d a n <i  p r o p e r' t - 
the  rat  is  probably  the  most  cunning  and  adaptable  of 
man’s  companions  on  t he  face  of  the  earth;  and  whet  ever 
found  should  nevei'’  be  allown'd  to  ravage  uncheckedo  The 
e xte 1 m ina t ion  of  rats  is  certainly  one  cf  the  less  glamo- 
r o u s s i.  d e s and  perhaps  one  o f t h e 1 e a s t pi  n b 1 i c 1 s e d s :i  d e s 
to  the  wo:tk  of  the  health,  dejja  r tmenfc , 


0 n e o f t he  m a i n c h e rn i c a 1 s u s e d t hi  o u g h o u.  t t he  wo r I d 
as  a lodenticide  - warfarin  ■=>  was  filrst  introduced  into 
Britain  some  lb  or  17  years  ago^  Since  its  use  there  have 
bettn  j:"e ported  cases  of'  warfariti  resistance  in  a mainly 
T ui  a 1 a ;r  e a i u s t o u x side  Sc o 1 1 a ri d , an  d m o i e r e c e n 1 1 v t her  e 
have  bee n c a s e s i n Mon t g o m e r y a n. d S Ii r o p s h i 're  on  t h e It e 1 s h 
border  and  the  smaller  adjoining  area  at  Ludlow'©  Counter 
measures  to  combat  the  spread  o;f  res;istant  rats  into  other 
areas  included  establishing  a tirree  mi.le  wide  barrier 
around  the  affected  areas  and  the  use  of  the  acute  poison, 
z j-  n c p ho  ^s  p h 1 di e « 


A new^  poi.son  known  as  couma t;ra  1 y.l  lias  lecerii  ly  been 
g i V e n M i n 1 s tr  y approval  for  use  i n.  t his  c o un  t vy  a ga  i n s t 
warfarin  resistant  rats  a ml  mice©  With  the  use  ot  long 
e s t ab  I i she  d po ;i sons  such  a s z inc  pho s phi de  , f 1 u o r a c e t ami de  , 
foi''  the  control  of  rats  in  sewers  , wa;r.  fa I'in  and  now  th^^ 
couma  tin  compounds,  we  should  be  able  to  t'educe  rodent 
i nf  e s t a t ions  t -o  a n a h s o 1 u t e m i u i m urn  « 

Pest  control  is  a most  impottant  subject  and  this 
is  r eflected  in  the  Prevention  oi  Damage  by  Pests  Act-,  19^9  ^ 
wliich  C.1  early'  defines  the  duties  ot  owners  and  occupiers 
of  pi'ernises  and  local  authorities  in  the  work  of  pest 
e X t e r m i na  t i o n o 
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Rodent  contto.1  is  a community  responsibility  and  in 
this  connection  occupiers  ot  premises  can  play  an  impor- 
tant part  by  reporting  immediately  any  infestation  which 
occTirs  in  order  that  action  may  be  promptly  takerio 

Ro  dent  C o nt  r o 1 S e r v ices 

T h e C o un c i 1 d s rodent  c o n t r o 1 s e r v i c e is  p r o v i (i e d 
free  to  domestic  prem.ises  but  a ge  is  made  for  work 

on  all  business  premises  and  far  ms  o The  total  in- 

come from  thi»  Rodent  Control  Service  ar^ounted  to 
£1,485  for  the  f i na  n c i a J.  year,  most  o f ' wh  i c h i s o t)  t a i n e d 
through  the  operat  ion  o f t he  Depar  tment s aunual  contrac  t 
scheme  « 


Canr' j e d 0 ut 

As  a result  of  survey  and  notification  by  occupiers 
of  infested  premises,  extermination  of  rodents  has  been 
carried  out  at  dwelling  houses ^ factory  premises,  food 
premises,  refuse  tips  etc«  Details  relating  to  tiie  work 
are  submitted  in  the  table  on  page  59 o 

Ocher  Pests 

Complaints  of  pests  other  than  rodents  were  received 
and  treatments  given  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  53 
wasps  nests.  Harassed  residents  were  very  appreciative 
of  the  service  givens 
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OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  , 19k  y 


2. 


3^ 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 


1.  Number  oT  Properties  in 


di s tr ic  t 


(a)  Total  number  oT  proper= 
ties  (including  nearby 
premises)  inspected 

to  1 lo v\r ing  no  t i T i ca  t ion 

( b ) Numb  e r infested  b y 


( 1 ) Ra  t s o 
( i i ) Mice 


90O*9eOOC 


(a)  Total  number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  for  rate/or 
mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by 


Type  of  Property 


Non- 
A g r 1 c u 1 
tura.l 


21 , 289 


998 


2 Q 


( i ) Ra  t s . 
( i i j M ice 


r~  ^ py 

2 5 / 7 :> 


Agr  j.c;  ul 
tural 


573 


"r  ■‘7 
( g 


7 2 


b'i 


2 1 8 


4..  No.  of  sewers  infested  by 
rats  dur  ing  the  year  . o o o , 


Nil 
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Factories 


Factory  in  the  Rural  District. 


A Modern  Food  Factory 


SECTION  ’G’ 


Factories  A£t j,_  1^6  1 o 

The  factory  premises  registered  with  the  Council 
number  209 o 

Th e tab  I e s s ubm i 1 1 e d herewith  contain  s i a t i s t i c a 1 
information  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service ^ and  include  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  relation  to  factory  administration 
as  it  concerns  the  local  authorityo 

Matters  claiming  attention  include  cleanliness , 
ventilation g lighting  and  sanitary  accommoda t ion o A 
number  of  factories  have  canteens  and  are  therefore 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  8c  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations g 19^1^  and  inspections 
are  carried  out  concurr ent ly o 


H£me_work , 

A provision  of  the  Factories  Act  196 1 requires 
firms  employing  outworkers  to  furnish  to  the  local 
authority  twice  yearly  lists  giving  the  names  and 
addresses  of  persons  carrying  out  specified  work 
connected  with  the  business  of  the  factory  at  premises 
outside  the  factoryo 

Homes  of  the  outworkers  should  conform  to  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  environmental  hygiene « 

The  lists  submitted  to  the  Council  showed  that 
outworkers  were  principally  employed  on  the  making  and 
altering  of  wearing  apparelo 
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I c 5ions  made  for  provisions 

as  to  Health o 


Fact  or°  1 e s o 


Premises 

N o o on 
Regis- 
t e r 

Inspec- 
tions 3 

“ 

Wr  i 1. 1 en 
Notices 

Occ- 
piers 
prose- 
cut  e d 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,,  2 , 3 g 

8c  6g  are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authority o « « ® ® o o o 

2 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  F a c t o r i e s not 

included  in  (1) 
in  wh i c h S e c t i o n 7 
is  enforced  by 
Local  A u t h o r i t i e s o 

206 

62 

Nil 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 

[ 

' which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  I.  oca.  1 

Author i ty  o 

(ex  outworkers 

Premises ) o o o ^ o o ® 

! 

Nil 

Nil 

{ 

\ 

I 

1 Nil 

1 

} 

1 

\ 

\ 

1 N i 1 
/ 

! 

i 

1 

j 

i 

f 

i 

, 

Totals 

20  8 

L, „.1 

65 

3 

Nil 
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2o  Cas^s  in  which  Defects  were  found o 


F act oi  ies  , 


Number  of  cases 
which  defects  were 

in 

f ound 

N umb  e r of  cases 

Referred 

in  which  prose- 
cutions were 
ins  t i tuted 

1 

! 

1 

ound 

Rem©” 

died 

To  HoMo 
Insp  o 

By  HoM. 
Insp  ® 

Want  o f C 1 e a 
.1  i n © s s o o o » o o 0 0 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Ove r cr  owding o o 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N:i,l 

j 

i Unreasonable 

1 t empera tur e o o o 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate 
ventilationo  o « 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i Ineffective 
j drainage  of 

j f 1 O or  Soooooooo 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

! 

Sani tai y 

C onveni enc  e s s “ 

(a)  Insuffi- 

c 1 e n f o o o o 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

( b ) Un  s u i table 
or  defec- 
1 1 e 0 s ® o o 

11 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

( c ) Not  s epa^ 
rate  for 

sexes,  o o o 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N i 1 

Nil 

Other  offen^ 
ces  against 
the  Act (not 
inc iuding 
offences  re-“ 
la ting  to 
outwork ) o o o 0 0 o 

Nil 

■ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

To  ta I s 

11 

12 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

CU3 
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F A C T OR Y OUT  WO  RK E R S c 

1 3 3 and  13  k ^ Fact  or  i e s Acj.  ^ 1 9 6j  o 


1 

! 

Section  133 

Section  13^ 

N o 0 of 

outwoi*“ 
kers  in 
August 

1 i s t re^ 
quir ed 
by  Sec  o 
133  (1) 

( c) 

N o 0 of 
Cases 
of  de^ 
fault 
in 

s ending 

1 i s t s 
to  the 

C ounc i 1 

N o o of 

prose- 
cutions 
f or 

failure 

to 

supply 
1 i s t s o 

N o 0 of 
ins lan- 
ces o f 

work  in 
unwh  ole 

s ome 

premise  s 

Noti- 

ces 

served 

Pr  o- 

s e cu- 

t ions  o 

Wearing 
Apparel 
making  etco 

1 — 

/ 

Household 
Linen  o o g o « o 

=. 

c=> 

gsa 

c=« 

i 

1 

1 

c=s 

Ar  t if'i  « 
c i a 1 

flowers  = o o o 

•-y — ' 

i 

i 

i 

Furniture 

8c  Uphol- 
s t ery  o ® . o g o 

10 

1 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

! 

! 

1 “ 

cs 

Jewelleryc  o 

1 

♦ i 

1 

[ 

1 

r 

1 

(=12 

Totals 

.37 

(=3 

C=3 
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Offices  and  Shops 


Examples  of  good  office  lighting. 


Computer  in  sound-proofed  room. 


Machine  room  segregated  from  other  offices. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 o 

This  Ac  r.  enabled  regulations  to  be  made  for  securing 
the  health,  safety  and  v>relfare  of  people,  estimated  to 
number  eight  million,  who  are  employed  in  one  million 
shops,  offices  and  railway  premises o 

Provision  is  made  for  the  registration  of  premises 
and  matters  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature,  lighting,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing 
facilities,  drinking  water,  accommodation  for  clothing, 
facilities  for  sitting  and  eatingo  Safety  requirements 
in  connection  with  floors,  stairs,  steps,  passage  and 
gangways;  fencing  of  dangerous  machinery,  stringent 
fire  precautions  and  notification  of  accidents o 


Chief  _ P ub  1 i c H e a 1 1 li  I ns  p ec  t o r J s 
Annual _Re^oiM  the  Mir^s^iQ^^of  ^a^ur  o 


Registration  and  Inspection  o 

Of  the  308  premises  registered  by  the  end  of  1988, 
82  premises  received  a general  inspection  during  1988, 
which  together  with  the  157  general  inspections  made 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Act  in  198I,  brings  the 
total  to  319  i n s p e ca  i on s o 

The  total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by 
Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  since  the  commence- 
ment; of  the  Act  is  now  1,5399  including  129  visits  of 
all  kinds  during  1988 


o 
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«r  « 


*'•"  TABI^E  A ” 

REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS o 


f 



■ 

! 

! 

i 

i 

N umb  e r o f 
Premises 
registered 
during  the 
y eai’ « 

T 0 1 a 1 n umb  e r 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

N umb  e r o f 
registered 
premises 
receiving  in- 
spection during 
the  yearo 

i 

1 Offices.  . . , 5 

i 

? 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

I 

i 

i 

L 

81 

2 

i 

1 

Retail  Shops 

4 

189 

1 

74 

Nh  o 1 e s a 1 e 
Shops  and 
Warehouses  ® « 

1 

6 

1 

j 

Catering  es- 
tablishments 
open  to  the 
public  and 

, 

! 

' 

! 

i 

1 

{ 

1 

! 

canteens  ^ « 

4 

29 

5 

Fuel  storage 

i 

D epOtS.  e ® e e 9 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

To  ta3.s 

L 

1 3 

308 

■ 

82 

TABLE  B 


Total  number  of  visits  of  ail  kinds  by  Inspectors 

to  registered  prernrses»ior,9eoo»ooaeo3  3 9e®<3  129 
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Offices  and  Shops 


Provision  of  good  working  conditions  in  shops 


■«  TABLE  C 


Anal^ s 1 s of  P e r s on s __ ^ in  i' egi stored 

premises  by  workplac e o 


TABLE  D 
Exemptions 


,, 

Exemption 

N umber 

Part 

lo 

S p a ce  (seco5^,  2}  )»«®®oo®o®ooo® 

N i 1 

Par  t 

2o 

Temperature  (Sec®  6)®oooo®oooo 

Nil 

Part 

3. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec®9)» 

Nil 

Part 

4, 

Washing  Conveniences  (Sec® 10) o 

Nil 

TABLE  E 


Prose cut i o 


No®  of  prose  exit  ions 


9 


Nil 
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TABLE  F 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Sec  t ion 


a 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
1 / 

18 

19 

23 

2k 

Reg 


Number  ol"  Con  ti*a  vent  ions  found" 


Cleanliness  » * ^ ® . 


Over  crowding « ^ « e.  o « ^ » o ^ o o o 


• O ’ y r-^  -Y' ' £?♦  "r  • '3,  4~  1 7^'  CS 

jL.  4 L ,Vv^  C.-  .<  O.  V d .r.  r><^S  >Cj?^0O^Off'OC‘(f‘e'®0OO«(O©<500J5 


Vent  i la  t i on  <, 


©<7000©©OOOOOr’dOOOOOCiOv)(^©<^Oeft 


Light ing . 

Sanitary  Conveniences® 

Washing  Facilities®  o o o « « o ® o ® 
Supply  of  Drinking  Water 
Clothing  Accommodation®  o o * 

Sift  ing  F a c 1. 1 i t i e s o « 

Sea  t s ( S e dent  ary  Wo^r  k e r 
Eating  Facilities 
F3_oors,  passages  and  stairs®  » » » » 
Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 


to  o o o » 


000090ef^00€t 


ooooo®od®ef)®«#' 


4»d«0009ee®d0(7 


o©ooooo«eo«'0©®®o«o© 


0/oo©®oooo#o»®®© 


©©oooooe©©®©©©®© 


O ® i-'  © 


® ® © o o ® to 


©oooo©®® 


rrotection  of  young  persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 


Training  of  young  persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 


Prohibition  of  heavy  work«  « ® ® ® 

First  Aid  & General  Provisions® 

In f or ma t i on  f or  Emp 1 oy ees  Reg,  1965«* 


©0©0©©©4>© 


O^OOOO©© 


Total 


© © O O o o 


1 


1 


1 

1 


3 

6 


14 


44. 


- TABLE  G 


Acc  ident s « 


Workplace 
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Warning 

Informal 

advice 
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2 

2 

C 3» 

2 

Retail  Shops^«« 

Wholesale  Shops 

1 

1 
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1 

War  ehouses  » o o o 

Catering  Estab- 
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cr» 

a-m 

canteens  o . , » o o 

Fuel  Storage 

C2.0 

r» 

v.* 

Depots  a ^ , c . . o « 

em> 

— 

Totals 

1 
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3 

3 
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.a 
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1 

1.  — , 

3 
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Use  of  hand  tools , « « , * „ r o « « o o 

1 

1 

Not  otherwise  specif  ied^  o a o o • 

1 
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2 

1 

to 


All 
be  of 


three  accidents „ upon 
a minor  charactero 


inves tiga t ion , 


were  found 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  F ILL ING 
'IiaterYal^"  ACT  1931"" 

The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  filling  Materials  Act,  1951 9 
forbids  the  use  of  filling  rriaterials  to  which  the  Act 
applies  for  such  purposes  as  upholstery  and  the  stuffing 
of  bedding,  toys  and  baby  carriages  except  on  premises 
registered  by  a local  authority o There  are  20  premises 
registered  und  e r the  A c t , in  the  Rur  a 1 D i s t r i c t o 

Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials  are 
given  by  regulations  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for 
using  unclean  material So 

During  the  year  17  samples  of  filling  materials  were 
collected  and  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analyst  for 
examination  of  cleanliness o All  samples  were  found  to 
conform  to  the  prescribed  standardo 

Public  Health  Inspections  of  registered  premises 
totalled  20  during  the  year  and  7 visits  were  made  to 
retail  shops  selling  stuffed  toys, 

1 sample  of  a stuffed  toy  failed  to  meet  the  Rag 
Flock  8c  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  I961,  in 
respect  of  2 ■“ 


Rag  flock  filling  of  imported  dolls 
(3  do 1 1 s in  s a mp 1 e ) 

The  importers  of  the  toys  were  informed  through  the 
Local  Authority  in  whose  district  their  premises  were 
sit  ua  t e d o It  w^a  s f oun  d t hat  there  were  no  fur  t h e r 

supplies  of  the  t o y s a va 1 1 a b 1 e , a t t he  1 mp o r t e r ” s 
pr emi s e s , 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT.  I96O 


Nuisance  from  noise  is  an  every  day  experience 
aircraft,  factory  machines,  electric  f ans , pneumatic 
drills,  road  traffic,  over- loud  radio  sets  are  but  a 
few  of  the  causes o Noise  invades  one ■ s privacy  in  the 
home,  the  street,  at  work  and  when  travel lingo  It  is 
understandable  that  with  more  knowledge  of  the  availa- 
bility of  technical  and  administrative  measures  of 
control  and  measurement  there  is  an  increasing  demand 
for  rts  abatemento 


like  most  forms  of  nuisance,  most  of  the  noise 
suffered  is  either^  unnecessary  or  capable  of?  p)revention 
and,  because  it  may  curtail  sleep  or  otherwise  affect 
health,  it  is  only  right  that  the  hand  of  the  local 
authority  should  have  been  strengthened  by  the  appearance 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  196O0 

In  towns  and  cities  and  on  urban  roads,  traffic 
noise  is  the  main  background  noise  against  which  all 
other  noise  nuisances  are  judged,  and  it  must  be  re- 
duced * 


It  is  hoped  that  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I96O, 
will  be  given  more  decisive  teeth,  by  regulations  pro- 
posing maximum  acceptable  levels  of  external  noise,  and 
that  the  regulation  to  control  tr'affic  noise  will  be 
modified,  and  progressively  lowered  to  the  level  of  83 
decibels,  as  recommended  by  the  Wilson  Committee® 


Another  major  noise  emitter  is  the  pneumatic  drills 
The  noise  from  these  can  be  reduced  by  30  to  kO  per  cent 
without  any  significant  loss  of  efficiencyo  This  is 
the  main  finding  of  an  extensive  test  programme  carried 
out  at  the  Ministry  of  Technology,  Building  Researc::h 
Station,  and  completely  undermines  the  belief  among 
contractors  that  silencers  make  pneumatic  tools  more 
cumbersome  and  less  efficient  =,  It  has  been  shown  that 
it  is  possible  to  design  effective  silencers  for  parti- 
cular machines.  Consequently,  the  use  of  a pneumatic 
drill  without  a muffler  can  be  treated  as  a case, 
where  the  ^’best  practical  means’'''  has  not  been  taken. 
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In  the  interim  period  local  authorities  and  their 
ofticers  have  the  difficult  task  of  dealing  with  noise 
complaints  and  having  to  determine  where  noise  interferes 
with  ordinary  physical  comfort  of  human  existence 
sufficiently  to  become  an  actionable  nuisance o This  task 
is  made  easier  by  the  use  of  a sound  level  meter  and  the 
District  Public  Health  Inspectors,  upon  each  investigation 
take  a number  of  meter  readings  in  accordance  with  the 
formula  laid  down  in  the  Wilson  Committee  Report  on  Noise, 
before  coming  to  a decision  regarding  the  complaint* 

During  the  year  376  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  alleged  noise  nuisances o In  the  cases  where 
statutory  nuisances  were  confirmed,  appropriate  action 
was  taken  in  order  to  secure  abatement  of  the  nuisances* 

Both  the  Gas  and  Electricity  Boards  operating  through 
out  the  Wycombe  ReDoCo  have  been  asked  to  arrange  for  the 
use  of  noise  mufflers  with  pneumatic  drills,  etc,  when 
such  tools  are  needed,^ 


i 


V 


Private  Caravan  Parks 


SECTION 


5 


MISCELL ANEOUS 


Ca  r a y a n _ S i t e s ^ £ o n t r o_I  ^ f D e v e 1 o pm e n A c t 


I96O0 


Ihis  .Acic)  designed  to  strengmen  the  powers  of  local 
a ia  t ho i.  1 1 e s a nd  p 1 ann ing  au  t h or  1 ties  t o c on  t r o 1 the 
siting  of  caravans  5 and  to  ensure  that  caravan  sites  are 
pr opei ly  equipped  and  r un ^ necessitated  an  initial  survey 
of  all  cai  a\/an  sites  in  the  district  o 

When  planning  permissions  are  given  site  licences 
have  to  be  issued  by  the  Pub  Lie  Health  Department,  and 
conditions  prescribed  in  order  to  regulate  the  sites 
and  secuie  satisfactory  conditionso  My  inspectors  have 
been,  e x t e n s i v e 1 y e n gaged  in  t h 1 s wo  1 k a n d d 11  .r  ing  the  year 
19689  939  i n s p e c tions  and  r e- ins pe c t i ons  were  made  to 
caravan  siteso 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  it  is  said  that  caravan 
sites  are  an  admission  of  failure  to  build  houses  or  make 
avail  able  houses  at  prices  which  the  people  can  afford. 
Most  of  the  people  living  tn  caravans  would  prefer  to  be 
in  houses  0 

However  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  over  320,000 
caravans  of  all  types  now  in  use  in  Britairio  Of  these, 
60,000  are  tourers,  160,000  ar  e^Cs  t a t icl''  holiday  caravans, 
and  over  100,000  are  used  as  permanent  residential  homes o 

The  modern  residential  caravan  is  fr om  30  feet  to 
30  t'eet  long  and  91  t o 6 ins  o wide  as  a single  or  double  unit 
o r up  t o a p p r o 14  i m a t e ly  3 6 f t b y 1 9 f t in  t w o un its 
fastened  side  by  sideo  Once  on  the  caravan  park  they 
usually  become  properly  sited  fixtures,  connected  to  soil 
drainage,  water  and  electricity o 

On  the  nine  larger  private  caravan  sites  throughout 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  each  caravan  park  has  indivi- 
dual connections  readily  available  for  the  fitting  of 
inter  nal  wa t e r c los e t s ^ water  supply  and  elec  tr  icity , 


j 

P rival e 1 y owned  sites 
Resident  i^li  Holiday 

Number  of  licences  issued  during  19^8 

26 

N umbel'  of  site  licences  operating  as 
at.  3 1 s t Dec emb e r ^ 1 9 6 8 s ^ 

^ 9-  ) -[  n.  ci  IL.  ”V  dULQ.  X.  0««v'^<»000»;»00*9  0 000 

89 

1 

(b)  Multiple  (more  than  ,3)  ^ « o 

2 1 

■1 

Total  numbe-r  of  caravan.?  o ^ o o o o o ^ » o o 

209 

3 0 1 

■v.' 

Number  of  prosecutions  ^ Section  Ko® 

( i o e .p  unauthor  i s e d s i t e s ) o o o ^ o , 

Nil 

N i 1. 

Number  of  appeals  to  courts  against 

site  licence  condi tion.s  o o o ^ » o . o 

< 

N i.  1 

Nil 

In  respect  of  separate  licence  coii” 
d i t i on s the  numb e ;r  of?  - 

\ ^ "t-  1 O Jn.  ©©©OOidi3COOOOQOO0OO 

N i 1 

N .i  1 

( b ) Cancellations  000000*^0^0000® 

N il 

Nil 

Number  of  contraventions  - Section  9 

(i®e*  breaches  of  licence 

c ond.  i,  t i on  3)000*300  *®ooooooo.ji 

6 

Nil 

N umb  er  s ( a ) r erne  died  inf  orma  1 ly  0*00 

6 

Nil 

( b ) pr os ecut ions  0 0 0 0 0 00  * * « * 

Nil 

j 

Nil  j 

1 ( c ) con  vie  tioris  * * 0 0 0 * 0 0 * i 

1 

Nil  1 

1 

. . i 

Nil  1 

\ 

! 

Number  of  sites  made  subject  to 

Sect i on  2 0 dur' i n g t he  ye ar 
ended  3 1 s t Dec  ember  ^ 1 96  8 0 

(termination  of  use ' of  existing  j 

.1  t.  )o®*o®ootiO€'3oooooaooooo.'>j 

1 

1 

! 

5 

1 

( 

f 

Nil 

T 

1 

j 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Nil 

i 

Number  of  sites  made  subject  to 

conditions  for  reducing  caravans 
during  the  year  ended  31st  of 

D e c e mb  et.j  1968*09®  aoosooooeooooo 

N i 1 

i 

j 

Nil 

— Liik ' 

Agriculture,  (Safety^  liecilth  8c  Welfare  Provisions  ) 
Act,  ~”l  936  o 
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Ha irdr e s s er  s o 

The  Council  have  adopted  Section  72  of  the  Bucking- 
hamshire County  Council  Act,  1957 ^ which  provides  for 
the  registration  of  hair- dr e s s er s and  barbers o Section 
77  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  196l,  makes  similar  pro- 
vision for  r egi s tra ti on o 

The  Council  have  made  byelaws  under  the  aforementioned 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  securing  cleanliness  of  the  premises, 
instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment  together  with 
the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  on  the  premises  in 
regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing® 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  k2  premises  regis- 
tered for  the  carrying  on  of  the  business  of  hairdressing 
and  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  with  a view  to 

securing  compliance  with  your  Council’s  Byelaws®  Premises 
and  methods  were  generally  satisfactory. 


Scrap  Meta  1 Dealers  Act 
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Ani  ma  1 Boar  d ^ ^ ^ i s hm e oj  s A. c t ^ 19^3  o 


This  Act 
and  prohibits 
animals  (dogs 
licence  grante 


came  i n t o ope  r a t i on  on  t h e 
the  keeping  of  a boarding  e 
and  cats)g  except  under  the 
d by  the  local  authorityo 


1 s t J a niiar y ^ 1^6  k 

stablishment  for 
authority  of  a 


In  determining  whether  to  grant  a licence  for  the 
keeping  of  a boarding  establishment  a local  authority 
shall  have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  the  animals  as  respects  construction, 
size  of  quarters,  exercising  facilities,  temperature, 
lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness;  adequate  prO“ 
vision  for  food,  drink  and  bedding  material;  precautions 
to  prevent  spread  of  infectious  diseases  and  the  protection 
of  animals  in  case  of  firco 


have 

made 


All  animal  boarding  establishments  in  this  district 
again  been  inspected  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
known  t o t h e m o 


There  are  l4  Animal  Boarding 
and  is  inspections  have  been  made 


Es t ab 1 1 shment s registered 
d ur i n g t he  yea r « 


Pet  Animals  Act,  i.9 » 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  making 
provision  for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  and  im- 
posing  conditions  for  the  animals  to  be  accommodated  and 
cared  for  in  a satisfactory  manner « 

One  shop  was  licensed  dur Ing  the  year  under  review, 
and  3 visits  have  been  madeo 


Heating  A p p 1 i ^ g e s ( F ire  guar  d s ) Regula  ti.ons  1933 


This  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  sell  or  expose  for 
sale  any  heating  appliance  not  fitted  with  a suitable 
guard , 


No  contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  observed e 


Licensing  of  Game  Dealerso 

The  Council  granted  5 licences  authorising  dealers 
to  buy  and  sell  game ^ 


School  Swimming  Pools 


Learner  swimming  pool. 


Infectious  Diseases 


176  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  cases  o 
notifiable  diseases o Relevant  information  with  regard  to 
the  history  of  the  cases  was  obtained  and  recorded  and 
contacts  checkedo  Similarly  28  visits  were  made  con- 
cerning  food  poisoning  investigations o 

Swimming  Pools ® 

It  is  suggested  that  for  reasons  of  both  health  and 
safety,  swimming  Instruction  should  be  an  essential  part 
of  any  school  curriculum « 

In  recent  years  many  schools  have  installed  small 
swimming  pools  and  this  trend  is  increasing o Keeping 
the  pool  water  pure  is  of  course  a most  important 
matter,.  Water  vvill  become  discoloured  and  polluted  if 
left  standing,  due  to  residues  of  bacteria^  algae  growth, 
airborne  dirt  and  organic  matter  introduced  by  swimmers. 
To  keep  pool  water  healthy  and  clean  a filter  unit  is 
necessary  and  this  combined  with  correct  chemical  treat- 
ment will  provide  a free  chlorine  residual  which  is 
rapidly  ba c t er ic i dal o 

Sampling  and  testing  of  water  from  school  swimming 
pools  has  now  been  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  treatment  units 
are  being  efficiently  operated  and  providing  effective 
wa  ter  pur i f i c a t i on  o 

ik  schools  in  the  district  are  now  provided  with 
swimming  pools o Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  pools 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  have  all 
been  reported  as  conforming  to  a satisfactory  standard 
of  safety. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  also  test  the  water  for 
free  residual  chlorine  and  the  pH  value  (acidity  or 
alkalinity)  of  the  water,  using  a colorimetric  comparator 
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CONCLUSION . 

It  is  universally  accepted  that  health  is  not  merely 
absence  of  disease  and  that  the  positive  concept  of  health 
means  a state  of  complete  physical ^ mental  and  social  well- 
being. We  now  seek  to  achieve  an  environment  not  merely 
free  from  disease  but  one  in  which  people  can  live  full, 
contented  and  happy  lives.  Nowadays  the  term  used  to 
describe  this  is  ” envir onmental  health”. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  problems  of  environmental 
health  are  largely  confined  to  the  developing  countries o 
In  the  developing  countries  they  may  present  themselves  in 
a more  dramatic  form,  but  it  would  be  wrong  to  assume  that 
rising  standards  of  living  bring  immunity  from_  environmental 
hazards.  Indeed,  there  is  clear  evidence  that  advances  in 
technology  are  themselves  creating  poiejitial  threats  to 
man's  health  and  welfare - 

The  development  of  environmental  health  protection  is 
constantly  assuming  greater  importance.  Evidence  of 
deter  iorating  conditions  of  the  world ''s  environment  is 
increasing  and  pressures  for  more  effective  action  axe 
growing.  Conditions  in  Britain  may  not  be  so  serious  as 
in  some  other  parts  of  the  world  but  there  is  no  room  for 
complacency.  The  need  for  improving  standards  in  many 
branches  of  environmental  health,  such  as  housing,  food  and 
air  pollution,  land,  river  and  sea  pollution  and  noise 
control  is  well  known*  Increasing  industrialisation  and 
urbanisation,  and  our  expanding  population  will  add  to  the 
problems . 

Constant  vigilance  and  action  is  therefore  necessary  by 
central  government  and  local  authorities  supported  by  an 
informed  public  in  order  to  improve  our  present  standards c 


